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& -- the. Pablick. with. ny, private Affairs, 

yet 1, thought myſelf under, a Neceſity of: pub. 
hſping\ the fallowing Shegts,.in « | order ta take.off 
part of that Load of Infamy that has been laid 
pon me, aud induftriouſly, propagated by thoſe 
I did not erpect it from; yet not content with 
hat ] have been attacked in the publick News- 
Papers, firſt in a concealed, ſince in an open 
Manner, by Lancelot Lee, who 1 thought was 
no more concerned in this Affair than the Queen 
Spain, Bur be may] for private. and par- 
ticular Reaſons, be fond of ſhowing what be 
is capable of. My Defign is to relate Truth 
and plain Matters of Fact; by which it will 
appear I am Culpable in ſome Things, (as 
what Man is there that is not) yet I deſerve 
nat that baſe and ſcandalous Treatment I have _ 
ner with, 5 
I wrote this on my faſt hearing of the 
monſtrous Crimes I was charged with, which 
A 2 J hope 


The PREFACE. 

J hope will palliate for that warmth of Ex- 
preffron- that diſcovers itſeif at the beginning, 
and ſome other parts of the following Pages. © 

I told G--v--e Sc---e my Deſign, wiſh'd 
him to aſe me not to do it; be defy'd me 
yet I publiſhed not, nor ever, ſhguld ,-(becguſe 
Ian forced to introduct private Conpetgſatioms 
and the Names of many worthy Perſons) but 
through the perſuaſion of ſome Priends, who 
were , Opinion that Lee's Letter made 17 
abſolutely neceſſary, and would be a ſufficient 
extiſe\for my ſo dung het it is Matthr of 
real Senne, to mez ory FIN their 
Pay don. 7 A 

T ſubmit the. What Au- to the Publick 
wo” doubting. A Wan 9 candid 
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—— your FEY) Shame and Confu- 
ſion, and of your Brother Fred's, 
L—%, and your Siſter's Elizabeth 
= $—; I publiſh his true State of 
PL ILAN yo | . 
If vou think I have injured your Siſter, be 
yourſelf, that noble Gentleman my Love once 
thought you, and ſeek to redreſs her Wrongs by 
Ways becoming a Man, and a Gentleman, and 
ceaſe publiſhing Things that you all know are 
Lies, Defamation and Slander, as the follow- 
ing Narrative ſhall. make appear. Your Brother 
Tom, as a Man of Honour, ſcorns ſuch Actions; 
to him as ſuch, after expreſſing a proper Diſ- 
dain for an inſignificant Threat, I referred my- 
ſelf at the Beginning, but being refuſed, 1 refer : 
myſelf to the Public. 
A little after Chriſtmas, 1734, as 1 was 
reading of Prayers in the Family at Sidbury, 
I beard ry ſudden Noiſe, tuned my Head 
1 e Þ os % Wm, 
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beste- your Siſter, your poor unfortu⸗ 
nate Siſter, lay flat on the Floor; J inſtantly 
jumped up, and took her in my Arms, 
your Brother Fred. was in the Room; when ſhe 
came to herſelf again, ſhe inquired how ſhe 
came ſeated as ſhe.. was, and we told Ber the 

Accidefit preſently after ſhe cried out, Good 
God, Couſm, I am going to die, farewell, for 
ever; farewell Fred. and again went into a Fit; 
Fred. and I both really thought ſo, ſhe never 
having h ig a'Fit before z he =_ Gag and 
ws excel mvely ed, 
AVI g then the fame an and 4. great d for 


LE + 


| "IN as a ugh we fin ban n my Siſter; this re- 


n happened Three” or” er Times im the 
ine Manner; at length 1 obſerved Bars Ery- 
Ing con cer el that then 800d Ws Ge, 
even 4 * "Ago 18 8 1 I chid Nd. rely, 
9 8 eil, 1 1 another "Way, I p- 
Po ſe, for ; it prevented” his Ciyidg) 'we edtfiedfier 
25 5 ifs, Har had "her put to Bed; After ſhe 
| Beet we went to ſee how” The Uid, her 
ws HB Hot 460 yet qu lite left her, but they were 
"much after, « F, and * Mittal between them 
much "longer than Vefore. "As J Was Titting on 
. e de "by fer; the violently ſeized dne of 
op Hed, and cla pped it on ker Side, = 
ence fad, 1 47 bee; it 1. hte ; ; 
wh IE: K ard as I could, having oletved Ay 
Father" to do fo f many Years befbte in Tire 22 
Frtet, when ſhe was out of Order; but not ob- 
ſerving that it did any good, I ceaſed preſſing 
| | and 
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fore, was but little at 92 Never once, 7 
Loni id Tever go. with, her 1 to any 


C3] 
and took my Hand away; afterwards ſhe, 
a more gentle Manner, took my Hand, a it 
near the ſame Place again, and more gentiy 
faid, 'it is here; it is here; ſo 1 let i my Hand 
remain there, but preſſed not ; tz In a idk Time 
a Warmth diffuſed itſelf over her Hands, Face. | 
Breaſts, and 1 ſuppoſe over her whole Body z 
her Fits left her, and ſhe became chearfül. As 
I ever had a great Opinion of Exerciſe; parti- 
calarly of Riding on. Horſeback,” I "preſcribed 
that to her; and the, Ted, and 1 every Day 
indulged ourſelves i in that innocent Amuſement, 
till 55 was quite recovered ; then we all, came 
ether London el Father lodging chen 
in ers a " As F bad W Ai a 
Paſſion for Ply, as you 1 now, I KP ty i. 
dom, 6 your Siſter, 25 remem once, 
ae n Company wit your Father, ho hey 
no | Diſcourſe 0 Love, bg (Ne 
any Thing like, it; ſhe, was earning to to ange, 
41 Jour, Father when, he, vent out, of, T 1 


ik ber, at 'my U kle M— 2 * where, I lived, 


that the, might, Ws herſelf in in that AT. Sanz. 
mer ane Horse. Races came on, E r. milled 
any chat are frequented by, the Lund 4 5. there. 


can, Lok ber, at_that ime of ber. 


wry - 
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wer n's ; when, the. .W It ,out "of "Tun. Bd, 
0 bad taken ber A Place, in the : Lincoln br - 
Coat, and mo was 10 meet us at,” the, 


told u 9579 nod, mea rag Fs 


REY: 


for ſhe and I were at the Inn alone, full two 
Hours before the Stage · Coach ſet out, or Fred. 
came, but we had no Diſcourſe of Love or 


any Thing particular, as I can remember; yet, 


at this Place, I kiſſed her three or four Times, 


having in my Life never done ſo before, ex 


cept ſaluting her at proper Seaſons can be called 
fo; never had taken her by the Hand as I fat 


by her but once, and tho my Grandmother 
came into the Room, ſhe did not offer to take it 


- away, - but dropped a Handkerchief on both 


our Hands, by which I underſtood, that tho? 
ſhe diſliked not the Thing, ſhe had rather my 
Grandmother ſhould not ſee it; but I had often 
Felt her Breaſts, ſhe. frequently deſiring me to 
do it, ſaying it would make them grow. Pre- 


ſently after ſhe went out of Town, my Aunt 


M—t—3 told me, that ſhe was ſure Betty S — 
was in Love with me, becau ſe ſhe was ſo very 
unhappy. at the Thoughts of leaving London, 

where ſhe had no Pleaſure or Diverſion, to go 


to Lincoln, where ſhe would have a great Deal; 
that tho? ſhe pretended it was at the Thoughts 


of leaving of her, yet ſhe was ſure it was for 
leaving of me: She then aſked, whether I had 


ever talked to her of Love or Matrimony, I al- 


fared her that I never had, and that I was fure 
ſhe could have no Thoughts of marrying me, 
for it was the conſtant Diſcourſe of my Grand- 
mother and me, that I ſhould be abſolutely 


ruined, if I married a Woman of ſmall Fortune, 


and that I always declared I would not. Being, 
| — as 
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as 1 before faid, very much from Home, 1 
had not taken Notice of her great Uneaſineſs, 
ſo I inquired into the Manner of her Beha- 
viour, and found out, that had ſhe loſt all her 
Friends and Relations, ſhe could not have 
ſhewed more Concern; yet ſhe never had be- 
fore me, no, not even when I parted with her 
at the Inn ; this brought into my Mind her Be- 
haviour after her Fit. The-Day after ſhe had 
that Fit, my Grandmother took me into the 
great Parlour, and made me promiſe that 
would never marry her: Theſe Conſiderations 
made me, fancy that poſſibly ſhe might love 
me, and thoroughly rooted it in my Memory. | 
At that Time my Grandmother and I con- 
ſtantly correſponded, and when ſhe knew that 


your Siſter had left London, ſhe freely, in her 


Letters, talked to me about her; charged me 
with a Deſign of marrying her, I aſſured her 
J would not, and deſired ber never to. let her 
come to Sidbury again, which ſhe partly pro- 
miſed me; yet the next Time I went to Sidbury I 
found her there: She was in good Health when 
I came, but ſhe gradually faded away, and 
was reduced to a mere Shadow: I conſulted 
the Doctor that attended her, and he aſſured 
me that unleſs ſhe altered, ſhe would quickly 
die; that he had tryed all the Medicines he 
could think of, and he deſpaired of her. I then 
{criouſly reflected what I had beſt to do, and 


E& 3 


eme to this Reſolution; to tell her I 
mary her, and when | ſhe was recovered, to a 
her j it was ne and, adviſe her never, to. 


ſee me more. 
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would 


fe 


any Apology 4 ref 7 whatever, ſaid two ot 


three Words, on which he almoſt.inftanta 
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neouſly 


recovered, and 1;left l her and y went to London ; 


at which Place 1 next, av her, 


baye 


Dm 801 
ver 


furlily. and. brucifhvy. to her, ſaw her ; as dom. 
| as I poſſibly could; ” which ſhe obſervi rving 
gp! talk with me alone; 3 ſhe told, ime, 


& 


ew why I behaved ſo, gave me u p. my 95 
miſe, and aſſured me that ſhe herſelf Voll not 


S 5 BF 1 


marry, to her own Ryin, any Man in the World 


fm 


unlels ſhe loved fim, Which 
not LD defired u me to alter ati A 


+ $3544 " 


her, for ſhe could no not be ar, It ; 


ſhe was fure 1 did 


Behaviour | ta, 


bat the 560 


go to Lincoln, never ber i me more, and ende. 7 


S843 1 100 


vour to Longuer er Paltion. . To_ 2 oli he 


violent Fit of 


31 ey 1 1 


went, where the 1 1 belieye, a 
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1 neſs, and 0 ber Recoyery Was aa ied to 
The x 2 ane of Air,” lieh 0 


1 1 
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was, t 5 but whethe 


Betty. . 7 
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a Bag 


520 - By: whithmyſheious Speech; 1 3 chat 
ſome Gentleman was making his Addreſſes to 
Miſs -S—— : talking to, my -Grandmother 
about it, ſhe told me, that Mr. L— had behaved 
very particular to Miſs S——, but had. ſaid 
nothing eichei ta her or Mis S— relating to Mar- 
riage z that Mrs. R, aud ſeveral others 
at Bridgtnaribh,  thanght that Mr, L— deſigned 
making his: Addreſſes to her, and that Mrs, 
R-———; bad, advited her not to. hearken to 
them; that ſhe, as ſne had x great Opinion of 
Mrs. R thought ſo too 3 theſe are very 
near, if not exact, my Grandmotner 
1 then told ber, if ſhe hac ay, V 
ſot me, ſhe ought to doeyery thing i 
10 forward i it; that, as to; point of e it 
uns 2-grtat Match, for, Miſs S—— A 
ptomiſed me ſhe would. . Spmetime af 
your Jiſter began talking o me about i it, \for, Þ 
was determined never to, begin with her;, After 
he had. vüh great Sincerity, told me all * 
knew, of it, which amounted. to. ,pofings 
{adviſed ber to marry him if ſhe could 
out into'a/viblent Paſſion at me, which 970 4 
Tears; told me, that if he, was the laſt of [IVA 
and be of, Woman, the, Hyman Race ſhould 
fall; chat of all'Men ſhe, ever ſaw ſhe hated him 


Mr. L— at that Time wearing a Bag Wig, 
| ae 


1 

* worſt, that his Hands and Feet reſembled 
thoſe of a Baboon, and that it hurt her Eyes, 
and gave her Pain te look at him: Here we 
Kkiſſed and were Friends, (I then” believed her 
Conſtant) which had ſome Effect on mine and my 
Grandmother's Behaviour, when Mr;-L— and 
his Siſter came to Sidbury; but when I ſaw your 
Siſter give him as much Encouragement as a 
modeſt, prudent Girl ſhould, I doubted her 
Sincerity 3 and when ſhe and I returned the Viſit, 
we ſtayed longer by ſome Days than Mr. I 
did at Sidbury; Ebehaved in a different Manner, 
and I am fure, at that Time, that one of Mr. 
Ls Sifters did not think herſelf quite indiffe. 
rent to me (though as from that time to this, 
. have never taken any the leaſt particular Notice 
or her, ſhe may poſſibly have forgot it,) neither 
Was mne ſo; and hid The had Fortune equivalent 
1 flibuld have told her ſo: Mr. L never re- 
turned this Viſit,” for what Reaſon I know not; 
this can't be it: The laſt Day we were there, I 
vent 1 Hunting with him and ſeveral People, 
Who aſſured me they wanted to go Home that 
Night, but they could not, unleſs I went, which 
it wohld de impoſſible for me 10 do, unte@&I 
took Care that my Horſe ſhould not be locked 
up; for Mr. J, at that Time, indulged hin- 
elk in a fooliſh Cuſtom of keeping lis Viſitors By) 
"real and actual Force. Theſe People wrought 


Mr. L and me up to that Piel that it be- 
came 
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came a Trial- of Skill between us; whether I 
ſhould go or not, but to go I was determined, 
having actual Buſineſs to do the next Day at | 
; Shrewsbury : ; therefore I ordered my Grandmo- 
ther” s Servant to take particular Care to put any 
one Horſe of the three i in a Place where he was 
ſure to come at him, this he attempted, and 
meant doing he thought himſelf wiſe, and aſ- 
ſured me 1 ſhould haye a Horſe if he watched 
him all the Time, yet he was diſappointed, and 
when I ſpoke with him, he ſcratched his Head 
and looked very fooliſh ; I then went out myſelf, 
and diſcovered an e of and riever uſed 
Way through another Building i into the Loft of 
the Stable, into which I deſcended, brok® ôpen 
the Door, and took my Horſe, whict having 
done, I mounted him, and was ſoon met by Mr. 
I, whom I ſaluted in the moſt civil, com- 
plaiſint Manner I could, gave him a true, 
ſincere, and hearty Invitation to Sidbury : Mr. 
1.— knows that at that Time he freely talked 
to me of his Affairs, and in ſome Meaſure fol- 
lowed my Advice, and I believe now ſincerely 
wiſhes he had in others, which, if he had done, 
and kept his Promiſes, he had n6t ſtood Can- 
didate fof Bridgnirth, Some little time after- 
wards, and on 4 very wet, rainy Day, your 
Siſter and I, notwithſtanding ſhe was juſt reco- 
vered from a violent Cold, went, by Appoint- 
ment, to meet Mr. L— at his Mother's at 

C Bridgenorth, 
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Bridgenorth,) but he difappoitited us; this is all 
that I know of this pretended Courtſhip, never 
having been in Company with your Siſter and 


Mr. L—, together, ſince, except laſt Summer 
once at Coton; why then does your Siſter and 
Mr. L— charge me with having prevented their 
marfying? Your Siſter, by ſaying I then firſt 


engaged her, which made her refuſe Mr. L—;, 


which ſhe knows to be a Lye, and fo does he, 


for he never aſked her ; then conſequently ſhe 
could not refuſe him, neither would he have 
done it, unleſs I would have immediately mar- 
ried her: When your Siſter Lady D 
firſt a Widow, ſhe will, I dare ſay, do me the 


Was 


Juſtice to own, that I uſed my utmoſt Endea- 


vours to prevail with her to engage her Siſter to 


live with her by way of Companion, ſhe aſked 
your Siſter to do it, bur ſhe refuſed her, yet 1 


ds very near ſucceeding in my Scheme of 


forcing her to it; it was thus determined the 


Night before Lady D left Sidbury, as you 
| yourſelf may poſſibly remember, Lady D—, 
yourſelf and me preſſing your Siſter Betty to, go, 
my Grandmother not aſking her to ſtay, in con- 
ſequence of a Promiſe ſhe had made me, Betty 


ſaid, . I muſt, for my Grandmother does not 


aſk me to ſtay ; ſaid Mrs, S—, and Mrs, H—, 


if it is come to that, you muſt aſk her, Ma- 
dam'; 1 frowned upon my Grandmother, and 
prevented 


4 114 


prevented her for ſome time, yet at laſt ſne did 
ask, and Betty ſtaid. 
From this Time 1 remember nothing re- 


markable that paſſed between your Siſter and 


me, till the firſt Winter that we came to Pink- 
ney, ſhe had been low-ſpirited for ſame Time; 
I had no Pretence of Buſineſs at London, there- 
fore could not leave her, yet I took no Notice 
of her, till accidentally coming Home at the ſamę 
Time that my Grandmother and ſhe return- 
ed from airing, I obſerved her ſtagger, as 
ſhe was walking into the Houſe, and would 
have been down, had I not run and catched 
her, and it was with Difficulty that I got her up 
Stairs into her Chamber; I took her in my 
Arms, and kiſſed her, and ſaid, Betty, you had 
better let me lie with you, to which ſhe ſilently 
conſented, and I had then done it, but, at that 
Inſtant, a Servant came up Stairs and told me 
there was Company below, I anſwered, I will 
KY preſeasly'; in about the Space that a Man 
1 gave the 8 . Win about * ſame 
Space my Grandmother came > WP fo I ve 
don Stairs ta them. ä 
The next Day, I took my Horſe and went 
to my Couſin Cs, on Purpoſe to be gut of 
the Way; I returned the Sunday following, 
ayed at Home in the Afternoon whilſt the 
Family were gone to Church, to poſt my Ac- 
DE counts, 
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counts, which I as regularly then did, eve 
Sunday, as any Merchant in England; your Siſter 
was alone with me in the Room, and I took no 
Notice of her, upon which, ſhe, in a violent 


Paſſion, went up Stairs to her own Room, ſtay d 


ſome little Time, and came down again ; ; 1 ſtill 
at my Accounts took no Notice of her, upon 
which ſhe ſaid, Good God, Couſin, what will 


you think of me; I inſtantly jumped up, | ſtopped 


her ſpeaking farther by Kiſſes, and told her, 1 
thought her as virtuous a Girl as any in England, 
that Inſtant the Coach came from Church to 
the Gate, ſo no more paſſed at that Time; ſhe 
recovered this Bout, which was in the Spring of 
the Year, and got very well again; and I pre- 
vailed with her to go and live with her Father 
at Lincoln, and had your F ather "Tee 0 little 
longer ſhe had gone. 

The Summer following my Uncle Mu 
came to Pinkney, ſtayed ſeveral Months, 
made your Siſter promiſe him to go with 
him as far as Cirenceſter in his Way to Lon- 
don, which ſhe told me of, and endeavoured 
to prevail with me to go with them, I refuſed, 


which made her refuſe my Uncle, which he tell- 
ing of at Supper the Night before he left us, 


made the whble Company fall upon me, and 


force me to comply at this Time; to my certain 


Knowledge 1 had not been alone with her for 
more than ſix Months. When we were together 


in the Chariot coming home, ſhe began with 


mg 


15231 
me talking of Love, Sc. we came to the fol- 
lowing Agreement, viz, that I ſhould lie with 
her, that if J got her with Child I would marry 
her, but if nor, and ſhe was by thoſe Means 
relieved from her former Diſorders, ſhe ſhould 
permit me to marry another Woman; She pro- 
miſed ſhe would deal honourably, and ſuffer me 
to do ſo, if ſhe was ſo relieved ; we were to meet 
the following Evening in-an unfrequented Cham- 
ber, that either of us could go to, without any 
one's taking Notice of it, it being the little Room 
| at the End of the long Gallery, a little after 
Five o*Clock ; at which Hour my Grandmother, 
as you know, conſtantly went into her Bed-cham- 
ber to Prayer for an Hour, therefore you muſt 
know, that this Hour I could every Day of my 
Life have ſpent alone with your Siſter ; a Quarter 
of an Hout after Five I came into the Houſe, 
looked into the Parlour, held the Door in my 
Hand, ſ aw your Siſter alone; aſked her why ſhe 
was not in the little Room? She told me ſhe 
| was afraid ; don't then, ſaid I, and ſhutting the 
Door, left her. After this, your Siſter took: it 
into her Head to walk every Night by herſelf 
under the Piazza, having firſt taken. Care to ſhut 
the little Parlour Window Shutters, and to leave 
open the long Gallery and Bowling Green Doors: 
| Here ſhe conſtantly met me as I came Home 
of an Evening, | before I could get inta the 
Houſe, and we walked cogether under the 
| Piazza 
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Piazza unſcen, and unknown by any Body; 
here kiſſing of her, and toying with her, ſhe told 
me the long Gallery Door was open, and you 
yourſelf know, that from this Place we might 
with great Eaſe and Secreſy have retired through 
the Bowling Green and long Gallery Doors into 
the little Room beſore mentioned; yet, during 
one whole Month that ſne continued this Practice, 
I did not once aſk her, nor ſhe me, though I 
don't ſuppoſe the long Gallery Door was not 
conſtantly left open, for ſhe never tqld me ſo, 
but the firſt Night ; yet, however, here we met, 
here we walked, here we kiſſed and toyed, till 
the cold Weather came on and prevented us; 
ſhe became ill again, and this was the only 
Hinefs ſhe ever had, which ſhe did not attribute 
to my Brutality 5 ill Uſage of her, which ſhe 
now entirely acquitted me of ; for as ſhe was 
much concerned at your ' Father's Death, 1 
behaved with great Kindneſs, Tenderneſs and 
Humanity to her: At the Beginning of this Ill- 
neſs I received a Letter from Lord D——-, tell- 
ing me, he believed I might Nave certain young 
Lady; which Letter I did not anſwer till after 
my return from Sidbury, to which Place I pur- 
poſely went to be out of the Way; when I came 
back, your Siſter was pretty well recovered, I 
FHewed her. the Letter, and aſked her what An- 
ſwer I ſhould give: This. Letter made her IIl- 
neſs return with greater Violence than ever; ſhe 
os; was 


dre #1 
was really to be pitied, as ſhe has told me her- 
ſelf ſhe did not ſleep for fixteen Nights together; 
ſhe was in perpetual and eternal Convulſions, 
making horrid and unnatural Noiſes, which 
wrought on my Grandmother*s Pity, who till 
now, ever ſcolded her when ſhe was in this Way, 
till I, by Force, turned her out of the Room; 
and ſhe would ſuffer me, nay, even ask me to 

be alone with her; which, whenever 1 was, and 
began to kiſs her, in a Minute's time ſhe would 
de eaſy: It was obſerved by the whole Family, 
that nothing could quiet her but my being alone 
with her; ſo whenever her Fits came on they 
mſtantly left the Room, if 1 was in it, if not, 
they ſent for me, and as ſoon as I came they 
quitted it, and your Siſter would be at Eaſe, as 
I faid before, in a Minute's Time, or leſs. I 
_ propoſed lying with her, ſhe would not Conſent 
but on Terms which were theſe ; that 1 ſhould 
marry any other Woman, afterwards marry her, 
reſerve for her and her Iſſue, if ſhe had any 
by me, the Sidbury Eſtate; I to live ſometimes 
with the one, and ſometimes with the other. 
One Night when I came Home, I was ſurprized 
that your Siſter had changed Rooms with Mrs. 
II. „the Reaſon of which Change was, 
becauſe in the Night time, I could not come igto 
that which ſhe left, without Danger of my, Grand- 
- Mother's hearing, whereas I might, and have, 
into that that ſhe went into many a Hundred 
Times 
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Times without my Grandmother's, or any one, I 
except your Siſter's knowing: This Night ſhe 
gave me a Letter, deſiring me to come to her 
about One O'Clock, with my Breeches on, to 
explain the Terms; I went. without my Breeches, 
and when we had talked ſome Time, ſhe asked 

me to cone to Bed to her, which [ did, and lay 
with her ; ; her Reflections on what ſhe had done 
were very tormenting to her, and prevented her 


0 quick Recovery ; preſently after ſhe defired me 


not to come to her, and 1 ceaſed doing of it. 
The next Sunday i in the Afternoon ſhe prevailed 
with me to read over with her the Marriage 

Ceremony, and when it was over, L lay with 
ber; the told me ſhe might have placed Fenny in 

the Cloſet, and then this would have been a 
lawful Marriage, but that ſhe ſcorned it, ſhe had 
too. much Generoſity to. do it ; but had ſhe at- 
tempted it, it would have been in vain, for 
I took Care to know where every ſingle Perſon 
belonging to the Family were, before | ventured 
at it; ſhe quickly recovered,” and T put off the 
other Match ; neither has ſhe ever ſince been ill 
in that Manner. 

The Laudanum Affair was this, k had 
conſulted an eminent Phyſician on your 
Siſter's IIlneſs, without telling him the 
Cauſe, and he ſaid, that Laudanum was the 
beſt Thing for her, and ſhe uſed to take it in 
great Quantities, even in thoſe Sixteen Days and 
Nights that ſhe did not Sleep; I adviſed her ſtill 
| to 
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to .increaſe the Quantity, which ſhe did, ad ie 


anſwered the Purpoſe 3 and when ſhe found ſhe 


was going to ſleep, ſhe was ſurprized, got out 


of Bed, and came to me, deſired me to call the 


ants, and get her ſome warm Water to 


Vomit ; I aſked how much ſhe had taken, for 
1, following Ovid's Advice, never gave her any 


Medicine ; the told me the Quantity, which was 


not a great deal more than ſhe had uſually taken: 
I bid her not be frightened, but to go to Bed 


again and Sleep, for I was ſure it would do her 
a great deal of good; ſhe went to Bed again, 


flept till Morning, waked, drank Chocolate, 


ſlept again, waked, breakfaſted, doſed till Din- 
ner, dined heartily, doſed on till Supper, ſupped 
well, flept all Night, and recovered very faſt, 
This poor Creature was wonderfully afraid of 
Death, thinking herſelf a Sinner, yet at any time 
before ſhe would have been glad to die; ſo, i in the 
ſame Manner a Day or two after; on a trifling 
Accident, ſhe ſent to me to come to her inſtant- 
ly, for ſhe was going to die, though ſhe knew 
I was. at that Time reading Prayers to the Fa- 
mily ; I went to her in a Moment, alarmed all the 
Houſe, and when ſhe told me the Thing, laugh- 
ed at her, for it portended Death no more than 
the cutting of her Finger would have done : She 

now preſently recovered and got quite well again. 
I received a Letter from a Neighbour ef mitie, 
who was then in . ling me, he was 
| 5 ſure 
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= i a 1 would come to Town, 1 might 
| marry : a you; g Lady With! Feß Thouſand Pounds 
| Fortune; "which | Letter 1 ſhewed your Siſter, 
ts ſaw ſhe could not poſſibly bare the Thougts of 
| it, therefore 1 aſſured her I would not; but her 
1 Uneaſineſs fill continuing, "convinced me, that 
; ſhe doubted my Sincerity : I deſired her to go 
4 to London under Pretence of ſeeing you, who was 
4 to be in Town that Spring, and who ſhe had 
N1- never ſeen ſince her Father Death; ſhe accord- 
4 ingly went to London, im a Fortnight I followed, 
1 telling my Grandmother juſt before I ſet out the 
| Reaſon of! my Journey: When I came to Town 
1 waited on my Neighbour, who told me the 
Lady? 8 Fortune was not quite ſo much, for 
Which [ was very angry with him; he then told 
me, chat he was informed ſo, and thought fo, 
and did not know but it might be ſo, and deſred 
me to ſee the Lady, which 1 refuſed, upon which 
he faid he would go and talk with his Friend 
again, which he did, and then very earneſtly 
preſſed me to ſee the Lady, ſaying, he did not 
know what "might." happen : 1 conſented; {aw 
her, ſhe was handſome, very ſenſible, and as I 
was informed, ty a Gentleman of good Senſe 
and true Honour, of a charming, Tweet. Difpo- 
fition as any Woman | in England : When T ſaw 
my Neightour next, he went with” me to his 
Friend, ' who aſked me how I liked the Lady; 3 


as the Lady could not be difliked, I found fault 
. with 
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with her Fertune ; He then asked me, ; ſeriouſly, 


| if that was my only Objection, to which L made. 


no Anſwer, ſo this Affair ended. 1 Knew your 
Siſter could not then bear. it, yet þ was, obliged. 
to act this Farce, or I ſhould have gave my 
Grandmother valt Uneaſineſs, for it was not in 


my Power to have prevented her knowing that 
my Neighbour had ſent. me ſuch. a. Letter: 


N after your Siſter and I pruned x to 


mnkney. 

Lou came there that Spring; your Siſter, you 
and I went to Chiltenham, where we got ac- 
quainted with the Honourable Mr. 0 
and his. Lady; ; from Chiltenbom, | rſt,” your 
Siſter and you afterwards, returned to Pinkney x 
at which Place, one, Night when 1 was in Bed 
with your Siſter, ſhe told me, ſhe thought ſhe 
was with Child, and was, almoſt frightened to 
Death at the Thoughts of it, and asked me my 


Advice, whether, if ſhe were, ſhe ſhould take 


any thing to make her Miſcarry; 1 entertained 
her with ſuch Diſcourſe as this, That if Man- 
kind ever agreed in any one Opinion, but in. 
deed; they were not, nor never would, it was 
in this, that Man and Woman were entirely at 
their fres Liberty, whether they would propaz 
gate or: not, although Moſes had preached to 
the Children of  {/#ael, that it was God's Or- 
dinance that they-ſhguld increaſe and multiply, 
and to encourage them to. it, allowed of Poly. 
193 D 2 — 
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gamy and Divorce whenever the Man pleaſed, 


and had' affured them, in ſuch a Manner, that 
they believed him, that from out of ſome one 
of the meaneſt Families there ſhould ariſe a God, 
or an Univerſal Monarch; yet Chriſt has forbid 
either Polygamy or Divorce, and St. Paul, the 
wiſeſt of the Apoſtles, preached ſuch a Doctrine 
that has occaſioned thouſands and ten thouſands 
of Men and Women to be locked up, and t 
be rendered utterly incapable of . propagating z 
that the ancient Greeks and Romans, and at pre- 
fent the Chineſe, though by their Laws they 


encourage Propagation, yet they gave the Pa- 
rents free Liberty to diſpoſe of their Children as 


they pleaſed ; that it was no more infamous for a 
poor Man in China to expoſe his Child than for 
a poor Man in England to get drunk, or to beat 
his Wife; and that Thad heard, that it was the 
frequent Practice of the Indian Women to make 
themſelves miſcarry; ; but the Chriſtian Law, 
though it in a great Meaſure hindered the In- 
creaſe of Mankind, yet abſolutely forbid the 
Deſtruction of any; and 1 had been told» 
that the Laws of France as ſeverely | puniſhed 
thoſe Women that wilfully made ' themſelves 
miſcarry as if they had committed actual Mur- 


der, but the Laws ef England did not: Then 


we diſcourſed of other Affairs, and I left her, 
went to my own Bed, and, before I got to ſleep, 


ſhe came to me, was as cold as a Stone, and 


told 
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told me ſhe Was freightened out of her Wits, for 
that ſhe had heard ſome one of the Men Ser- 
vants go down Stairs juſt as ſhe came out of 
her own Chamber Door, therefore ſhe durſt not 
go either backward or forward, but had ſtood in 
the Cold more than half an Hour, yet was 
determined to come to ſpeak to me again, 


becauſe ſhe was to go to Bath on the Morrow 
with you, where ſhe was to ſtay ſome Time, 


| ſhe told me that ſhe could not make neither 
Head or Tail of what I had faid to her; the 
knew it was a Woman's Duty to obey her 
Husvand, that therefore I ſhould determine, and 
the would do what I pleaſed any time before 
the Child was quick, and engaged me to come 
to Bath on a certain Day, before which ſhe 
thould be certain, and would do what 1 thought 
proper; ſhe ſtayed with me till it was Light, 
then left me: I went to Bath on the Day ap- 
pointed, and though ſhe ſtay'd at Home with 
me the whole Evening, did not go to the 
Rooms, yet not a ſingle Syllable paſt between 
either of us relating to this Affair: I was to go 
Home the next Morning pretty early, but ſhe 
inſiſted on ſeeing me in her own Chamber, be- 
fore ſhe was up, to take her Leave of me; here 
ſhe told me ſhe was not with Child, I anſwered 
I was glad of it, you was then in Bed in the ad- 
joining Chamber, therefore I: ſtayed not a Mi- 
nute with her, * my Leave and went Home. 
| Some 
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Some little Time afterwards 1. came to Bath a. 
gain, deſired her to come Hove as ſoon. 25 
ſhe could, to £2. with me = Mrs. F = 
and t to get her to make Propoſa 90 I Marriage be 


SA Fi 
teen me and wats : of 1 


bee” fee Hoe you 'on an So Exran a , 


London, ſometime ſooner than, you | had deſigned 
going; it waz ber 1 N as. Foy. mult. 2 
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Relations, but chat ſhe Ry never marry. any, 
other Man than me, no not even Was I to die; 
I then told ber, that as you; gave her a Hun- 
dred Pounds 2 Vear Intereſt Money for her 
Fortune, I would give | her another, if ſhe; e would 
aſſiſt me in what J was. about, he _ me 
what it. was, I told her, I; had, Thoughts, of 
marrying Mils W- -3 it was this made her 
find out the Expedient which ſent you to Lon: 
don; I knew ſhe could bear it, elſe ſhe would 
not have engaged t to have gone and have kept 
your Houſe in Lincolnſbire,.. Where I ſhould 
never have ſeen her more, which you know ſhe 
did the Summer before; but our unlucky Stars 
prevented your Scheme, neither would ſhe have 
5 | hſtened, 


| b 
Iftened, as vou alſo know the did, to two ſe- 
veral Offers of Marriage the ſame Summer, 
which ſhe endeavoured to keep ſecret from me, 
though ſhe herſelf told me of them afterwards, 
but not till ſhe was certain I had heard of them 
by other People, and ſhe had herſelf partly re- 
fuſed them, they not being advantageous ones, 
which had either of them been, ſhe would not 
have done. 0 

I particularly well remember a -Convertition 
une paſſed between both your Siſters, my Bro- 
ther and ſelf, at your Father's: Houſe in Liteb- 
Feld- Street, when we were all Children; we all 
agreed in this one Opinion, that we would not 
marry. any one that we did not love, nor any one 
that did not love us; my Brother aſked your 
Siſter Betty, who was not then above ten Years 
of Age, how ſhe could be ſure that a Man loved 
her, ſhe anſwered if he had a ſuperior Fortune, 
Which we all thought a very good Reaſon, and 
were all determined to bring it to that Teſt; have 
you not often heard your Father repeat this 
remarkable Speech that our Grandmother had 
taught all her Grand-Children to believe, that 
they were all Princes and Princeſſes. Tour 
Siſter with Chearfulneſs engaged to aſſiſt me 
in my Scheme, accepted my Promiſe, went 
with me to Mrs; S——-——s ; as ſoon as the 
came into the Houſe, ſhe went up Stairs with 
Mrs, ee no, 1 * her . 
ern che 


the Affair, as I can now prove by living. Wits 


neſs ; when they came down into the Parlour 


to me, we continued the Diſcourſe, and Mrs 
$ in a very good natured Manner, 
thinking it a : tolerable equal Match on both 
Sides, undertook to write to Mrs. W— a- 
bout it, and I was refuſed. „uf 

About a Year afterwards, one L— a Farmer 
of Sherſton, came to me, and told me that if 
I would apply to 1 — R——, Eſq. an 
Attorney, that he was ſure he could help me to 
Miſs W- 
was ſure of it? He told me he never undertook 
any Thing in his Life time, but what he brought 
to paſs; that he himſelf was a Man of infinitely: 
more Conſequence than I took him to be. I. 
deſired him to leave off his idle prating, and 
tell me what Authority he had? He told me, a 
Letter; upon which I agreed to go with him, 


and talk to Mr. R—— about it, which I did 
and he entertained me with fuch fort of Diſj- 


courſe, telling me, that he himſelf had married 
three Wives, his laft a Lady of Thirty Thou-* 


ſand Pounds Fortune; that he could ſtrangely 


and ſurprizingly influence the Affections of Wo- 
men, that he would venture his Life on it T EF 
would be intirely and abſolutely wo yn by 
him, I ſhould marry Miſs W———;, whoſe 


Fortune was Eight Thouſand, ſorne | few odd 


Hundred Pounds in Money, Bibury Eſtate after 
her Mother's Death, which would ſell for Ten 
88 — Thouſand 


; I asked him which way he 
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6 ME. - 


S 


— 


" . - 
LK a fat Hv i. 4 —_ 


_ 

Th Te Pounds, ji in the mean time an Antulty 
bf 30⁰ 300 1, pen Ainum; that he had a Maiden 
Age that lived with her and her Mother, that 
5 likewiſe: worth Ten Thouſand Pounds, and 
we as fond of her üs ir was poſſibe for any 
Morhet t ta be of a Daughter; that is the" had 
refuſed eral” ddvantageous Matches when the 
was young, there was vo likelihood of her mar- 
ryitig now 3* and & The had no other near Rez 
lation, "ng doubt ot ir me would "leave Mis 
m- ter whole Fottune; but a8 it would 
not be Yealpnable; "thetefore I muſt hot expett 
to. confine her to, it;, and to his certain Knows 
ledge, . Mrs. as Worth in Money, 
f G6, bree or Four Thouſand Pounds, eonſe⸗ 
qu | 1 Mis 7.—— might be juſtiy called : 
7 *houſand Pound F ortyne,.. which was 
in his Power to give, me and thereby make my 
Cirdumſtagces compleatly eaſy. 1 told bim 
Nh about a Year belore,, { bad, by Mrs. 8 
mad 1 prop, and had been fed; he told 
that there was great, Difference in the People 
bo cheſe Things: ** told him chat, ſhe Was 
7 Vol Honour, and a Relation, of the Fa- 
m ; to Phich he Teply'd, That he "was fore } he 
a coulk 0 f it, but that the firſt Offer mult come | 
9 1 fancying.. that he, talked with Ay | 
\tharitys; told him, bud would. be. guided. by 
Is accordingly Jefe a Leitet with Tim 
for Mrs. —— He told me, he bad an 

E extellent 
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excellent knack at writing of Letters, and that 
he would furnih me before 1 left him with two, 
one for the. Mother and one for the Dan ghter, 
which he would adviſe me to copy and ſend | 
to them by a Servant, together with a Preſent 
of a Haunch of Veniſon; 1 obey'd his Com- 
mands, and received an Anſyer from Mrs. 
| W——, but none from, her Daughter ſhe 
told me, that Captain 5 —— was then with 
her, that. as he was an Acquaintance of mine, 
I might on a Day ſhe mentioned, call on him, 
and ſee her Daughter, which I accordingly did ; 

after Dinner he went out. into the Garden, 41 
came; and tapp'd at the Window, upon which 
I went to him, and began talking with him 
freely n che Affair: he aſked me how Hiked 
Mig 1 „I told him 1 was not at all en- 
a with hw Perſon, but that ſighified nat 
much, for the Perſons of Women were very in- 
different to me, Propided they were ſenſible and 
good - natured, and thar 1 would not chuſe a 
_ Companion, for Life that wanted either of theſe 
_ - Qualifications on any Conſideration in the World. 
He told me it was every Man's 'BuliteR' to 
32 for himſelf, and though he had often been 
To” CANARY with Mitts d he Kuen her 
but little, for The was, as I aw, a very reſerved 
© young. Lady; but as he had been Infolth43 The 
Wanted neither of theſe Qualifications.” He afited 
"es fit would not be better for me to Have Ten 


. 


FS © Thouſand 


< 3 
= 
134; ©. 
. A yy wad. p 


J 
; - 


% : ——_——__—_OY_W”TTYRWTW”TIRTTCT YG. 7 TOTS 


of Mrs. , came to Pinkney, ſent for 
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Thouſand Pounds and to be entirely out of Debt, 
and aſſurcd me to his Knowledge there was 
Money endugh in the Family to do it, but he 
was not commiſſioned to tell me I ſhould have 
it. Here we parted, and he told me to go to 
Mrs. W-—— who was waiting for me in 
the Drawing Room. I found her wick the Par- 
ticulars of my Eſtate in her Hands; and ſhe told 
me that if my Eſtate anſwered to thoſe Particu- 
ws, and her Daughter and J liked one another, 

ſhe had no Objection to our marrying, but I 
muſt not come there any more till that was ex- 
amined into, and then 1 had free Liberty ta 
come whenever I pleaſed ; that I muſt excuſe 
her for examining ſtrictly into it: I told her as 
what J had given her was abſolutely true and juſt, 
the more ſtrictly ſhe enquired into it, the more 
pleaſing it would be to me, as it would autho- 
rize me ſtrictly to examine into her Daughter's 
Circumſtances. She made Excuſes for not aſking 
me to ſtay all Night, told me to go into the 


Fall to Mr. , and after ſome ſhort time 


to walk with him into the Garden, where I 


ſhould find her Daughter, her Siſter, and Self, 


then walk all together for ſome time, take my 


Leave and go Home, which I accordingly did: 


After ſome ſhort Time, Mr. R and a Tenant 


Mr..L—, their Buſineſs being, as they told me, 
nn whether my Eſtate anſwered to the 
Ez Particulars 


XI : 
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» Partjqulprs, or. wot 5, J told them, they had. hep 
Liberty to .cxaming.;3atg it, that chey;would 
. . find, 1 had; not ſpoke, to ane ſingle Tenant, con- 
 cerning, ita: defired to be excuſed. from, going with 
them, but would give them a. written Order for 
the Tenants to produce their laſt Receipts“ This 
they i} ught, a needleſs; Frouble, L, whe had 
peceiyed the Ronts of this Eſtate Fourteen Years, 
having aſſured Mr. R_— upon his Honour, 
that he knew: the Particulars to he. true. This 
Night a at Supper, your Siſter knowing the Buſir 
nels thas theſe Men came upon, appeared very 
uneaſy, which. R — taking Noticę ot, told 
her ſhe, Jooked, as if the, had. loſt. her Love 
which be repeated to her again after Supper, and 
'E that and ſeyeral other ill- -natured Jeſts, forced 
her to go up Stairs chat Night ſoqner than other- 
wik ſhe deſigned ; The next Morning, as they 
ſaid they muſt dg ſomętking, t they rode cut to 
view the, Eſtate, 2 and, to ſee how fome young 
Hedges that I. bad lately planted grew; came 
Home again to Ninner,, and. told me they liked 
i. very well: We, drantz All this Afternoon; next 
Morning when they were going away, R 
altered two or thres trifling, Articles of the Par- 


ticulars, chat be might appear to Mrs, Y 
to have done ſamethings and afterwards let me 
know that it was approved of. On hearing that 
Miſs . Was in a Coach; that was: over- 
_— _—_ A and was yery much 


bruiſed 


bruiſed and ogt, I went to. Bibury,torſee ham hg 


and examine them carefully, and yo do nothing 
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did ; there: was a god deal, of Company theres 


I gid not behavel in tho leaſt Pamhular towards 


—ſtay' d four or fe Days, came 
Home agein was told by a neighbouring, Ben ⸗ 
deman.. that, Parſon 7 gave out pub- 
lickly at ,Burfard Races, that Mis - Was 


not by ber Father; Will intienled to the Tnhe- 
ritance of Bibury Eſtate, which. the next Time 
5 L vent te Bilum, 1 told Mrs, ＋ . the 


gave me a Copy of Mr. Will, gave 


me the Opinian of the as Lord Chancellor, d 


of ſeveral other eminent Lawyers, who were 
entirely in her Fayour ; bid me carry them Home 


raſhly; L carriad them Home, ſhewed them my 
Neighbour, an we were both of Opinion the 
Inheritance Mas certainly het's, and that the 


Parſon ſpread that Report only to prevent Mig 
s marrying, and himſelf from paying 


her an Annuity of Three Hundred Pounds per 
Amun, Which her Father by his Will had gare 
her for her Mother's Life, and charged. it upon 
an Eſtate he had gave him of about Tw Thous. 


ſund Pounds per Aunum, who was a very diſtant 


if any Relation at all, to Mr, H{ —. This 
the Law Conſtruction of Words he bas not in 
Truth gave any Thing to the Parſon; yet che 
Ford Chancellor, as he tould ** 

an 
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"T5 | 
3 » 


1 30 I 

Man could ſign, feal, and publiſh a Paper, which 
he ealled his Will, and mean nothing by it, in fis 
Equity and Juſtice, gave the Eſtate to the Par: 
ſon; and I hope this preſent Chancellor will, upon 
tlie * Principle, give the Inheritance of Bibury 

to my Wife, for her Father as certainly meantthe 
one as the other 5 yet this unjuſt Parſon diſputes 
it with her, though in his Conſcience he knows 
his Benefactor deſigned it for her; for he cannot 
ſuppoſe he defign'd robbing his innocent Daugh- 
ter of her own Family Inheritance, only to en- 
rich a Name, which fach an Action would ren- 
der infamous. Thus being fully fatisfied, that 
the Inheritance of | Bibury muſt belong to my 
now Wife, I proceeded on in my Deſigns of 
marrying her, expecting one Day or another, 
that Mrs. #/—— would generouſly offer me the 
eo thouſand Pounds that Mr. S hinted at; 
but hearing nothing of i it, as I was walking with 
her alone one Day in the Garden, I mentioned 
it to her; the told me, that if T married her 
Daughter, and had a Family, undoubtedly every 
Thing that ſhe had ſhe ſhould give her, but that 
the could not afford to part with ſo much Money 
at preſent z for if her Eſtate at Bibury was to fall 
in Hand, ſhe ſhould not have Money enough 
left to ſtock it: with which Anſwer J appeared 


ſatisſied, but told her, that I was certain that 
her Daughter's Fortune would not be paid me 
by the Day that I had fixed ta pay off a Mort- 


885 


1 3: 0 


gage of eight thouſand Pounds, that affected ni 
Eſtate; ſhe/replied, ſhall I take, the Thorn out 


of your FOR: and put it in PE, own, I told 


Securities for — Daughter's Menez, were good, 
if ſhe had Money ready by her; it would be no 
Incanvience to her; ſhe geplied, chat though 
they were good, it might ↄgcaſion great Trouble 
and Law. Suits to recover theo Money, and 


that I was better able to go through * lng he 
1 cold her, that if; ſhe did. take them, I would 
engage, to go through the hole Affair; ſhe re- 
plied, if they are not paid by the Time you want 
thnm, L yill lend you What oney you want. I 
told her that was informed that one of the Secu- 
ities, Was bad, upon which ſhe promiſed me to 
take that; here we parted, and I cofitinyed 
my Courtſhip; and deſired an Opportunity of taſk- 
og to Miſs —— alone, which was granted me 
4B halfa an Hour, in which balf out ſhe promiſed 
to marry me. I now. defired Mrs. 5 — to give 
me an Opportunity of being better acquainted with 
her Daughter, for though I every Day applied to 
Her! in Company t. to diſcourſe o on all Sorts of Sub- 
Jech, yet could | never get her to talk; ön this, 
ſhe promiſed , me 1 ſhould' ke her a alone the next 
ay, which I accordingly did? 1 happened to 
"Fi her, be got up in great Wrath, left the 
"Rovin, and AVE the would never again be 
one in" "Company til ſhe. wa) martied, 
N Which 
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Which 1 'tol Bf 5 be lied, you 
know her now as well as ever you- will know 
het, do Wat? Jou will . 1 Contitded on, and 
ragten tobe mattled. | Mr. Nan was vfl 
dered to make Marriage Artzeles, which, whit 
he was aboiit;* Twedt ts his Mud to ſee him 
aud chem! hefe by talking With/him, and fer- 
dug Tevetal Papers Telating to former Proceed 
in order to detet mine whoſe: the Inhetitarice 
'! Bury Wal; which Mrs. FPio would 
* baye had "tryed Aud determined, bot 
yet by Chance or Deſign was ever prevented 
doing it; I began to perceive that Point was not 
0 Car as J had apprehiended-it; which - made 
me very much out of Hum Witt myſfelf fot 
having depended on my dun and my; Neigh- 
bouts, ” a Country. Geritletiſan%s' Opinibn' on tb 
| important'a'Poliit'; yet as Mrs . kad 
never actually dectived me, I was determined to 
proceed, thbugh at tlie fate tune 1 was deter- 
mined that if evet 1 ſhould” have 4 fair ant 
Jalfifiable Ciuſe, that I would have dene with. 
them; and accordingly, 1 objected on the Nad 
ing the Marriage Articles ts ah" Exception af 
'cettain Lands reſerved to be in Mis — 
'Difpoſal, potter bey were included in the Pa Mm 
ticular of Bibyry, chat had been Siyen me k 
Which Mrs. "HEE tephy'd, hat if 1 inſiſted 
on it, ſhe would give it up, though ſhe'had. 
bought tem with her own Monty, but the thou 
1E take 


it out of my Wife's Power to make me a: Com- 


=_. 7 
take it very unkind in me if I did, for ſne had no 
Design to leave any Thing away from her 


Daughter, and her Family; with which An- 
ſwer, as the Affair was trifling, I was forced to 


be ſatisfiec: The next Objection I made, was 


to à Reſerve, to enable my Wife by Deed or 
Will, after my Deceaſe, in Caſe ſhe had no Iſſue, 
to give Bibury to whom ſhe pleaſed ; here all the 
Company fell upon me, asking me if it was not 
in the Power of any Huſtand that lived well with 
his Wife, in any one fond Hour, to prevail with 
her to do what he plenſed, particularly ſuch a 
one as Miſs W- 


„ who had no near Rela- 
tion; that it would bè ill-· udged in me to put 


pliment; as this Þ thought was ſound Reiſon, I 
acquieſced. The Articles were finiſhed and ſign- 
ed; a Copy of them I brought Home and ſhewed 


y dur Siſter, and as Sidbuy Eſtate was not by 
them ſettled on my Wife and her Iſſue, ſne 


appeared perfectly fatisfied!: J emptdyed ber to 
buy my Wedding Shirts, which were finer 
and better than any I ever before had; and By 


her Converſation on that Occaſion with the 
Millmer, who is now: ving, can fully prove 
- that ſhe knew of it, as I ean like wiſe by che: Tuy- 
lor wh made my Wedding Cloaths'y that in 
Compliance to ſome foolſh/Superſtition bf ers, 


I changed the intended Colour of the Lining of 
my Coat . Green to * nen 
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Family and the whole Neighbourhood, that my 
Courtſhip and intended Marriage was no, Secret, 
but to her it was better known than any Body; 


for as I divided my Time as equally as I could 


between Bibury and Home, whenever I was at 


Home ſhe conſtantly came to Bed to me every 


Night and diſcourſed with me about it; ſhe not 


only knew every material Tranſaction, but 


almoſt every Word and Syllable that paſſed at 
Bibury relating to this Affair. Is it uſual for 
People to ſign Marriage Articles and buy Wed- 
ding Cloaths, a * * 8 to 
marry ? Rt batt 
The laſt Time this Ls at Bibury before: 1 
was married, your Siſter. and I both: thought it 
would have been then done, but I'was prevented 
doing it on Account of Miſs “ having 
a little Raſh, and both ſhe and her Mother were 
determined that ſhe ſhould not marry until ſhe 
was quite recovered; this I told your Siſter when 
I came Home, ſo that we were both uncertain 
vhether we ſhould be married or no: The next 
Time I went we were, which had we not then, it 
probably never would have been, for Lent 
then would have begun, during which Seaſon 
both Mrs. . — and her Daughter were 
determined that it ſhauld not be, and as I had 
wanted only a juſtifiable Reaſon to break off 
ever ſince my Converſation with Mr. R at 
 Filkins,, con concerning che Inheritance of Bibury, 
+ when I went to peruſe the Marriage Articles, I 
did 
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did not doubt but, during, that Seaſon, 1 hould 


find one; and your Siſter's preſſing me to know + 


the laſt Night I ever lay at Pinkney before 1 
was married, whether I thought I ſhould be 
married or no the next Time I went, I told her 
that that depended intirely on Miſs V 
Health; ſhe ſaid, if you are not married then, 


you will be another Time; I replying that manu 


Things happen between the Cup and the Lip, 
which was the only Hint I ever gave her from 
the beginning to the ending of this Courtſſip, 
that I ever thought there was even ſo much as a 
Poſſibility of its coming to nothing; why then 
doth ſhe, with ſuch Confidence, ſay, that ſhe 
knew-nothing of my. being to be married? Some 
little Time after I was married, my Mother, 
Aunt, Wife and Self, went from Bibury to Lon- 
don; on the Road thither, my Wife firſt began 
to behave herſelf towards me in an odd, ſhy, 
unaccountable Manner, which at laſt proceeded 
to ſuch a Height, that ſhe would not ſaffer me 
even ſo much as to take her by the Hand to 
help her in or out of the Coach, but would call 
her Mother's Footman to do it, never would 
ſpeak to me when J applyed to her in Company, 
nor take any the leaſt Notice of me when I drank 
to her, though frequently called upon to do it 
by her Mother and Aunt; and whenever I was 
alone with her would conſtantly ſcold me, not- 
e any thing. except ill natured Re- 
F 2 _ plies 
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go 
plies and bad Uſage, chat J could do to prevent 


it, till We was tired and went to ſleep; this 


Behaviour ef hers, made me, when in London, 


not behave moyſelf with that Love, Tenderneſs 


and Reſpect, that new- married Men uſually 
ſhew towards their Wives; yet even then I 
ſhewed as much Fondneſs for her as ever I had 
done during our Courtſhip. On the Road, com- 


ing from Londen; my Mother ſeriouſiy asked 


me if I knew any Reaſon for my Wife's thus 


behaving” herſelf,” I aſſured her I did not, and 
deſired her to talk with her Daughter to ſee if 
ſhe could tell her any: Whether ſhe did or no, I 
cannot poſſibly fay, but the next Day my Mo- 
ther adviſed me to flight her, which accord - 
ingly did, and when I too my Leave of her at 
Bibiry, to come to Pinkney,” toole little or no 
Notice of her: To Pinkney T came; aſter Supper 
your Siſter ſaid the had à Mind to drink à Glaſs 


or two of Punch, if I would drink ſome with! 
her; 1 told her 1 would; then, ſays ſhe, you 
ſhall help to make it, to which I'agreed': Whilſt 
we were making the Punch, ſhe ſald to me, I 
will not come to Bed to you to Night; then I 
will come to you, faid ; the anſweretl, do as 
you pleaſe: actbifiinely* went, töok her in 


my Arms and kiffed her, and was furprized'ſhe 
did not return them with that Warmith ſhie ufually 
dd, and asked her What was the Matter? "the 
fuld, you have another Weman; reply d, What 
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Henifies that, and kiſs d and talk d: In leſs than 


the next Night, which ſhe did, and every Night 
after whilſt 1 ſtaid at Pinkney, except the laſt, 


which was a Week longer than I deſigned, oc- 
cafioned by this Accident: I deſired her not to 
come to me on ſuch a particular Night, telling 
her, I deſigned going the Day following to B. 
bary ; yet ſhe came, and pretended ſhe. would 
not let me lie wich her; but I quickly got over 
that Diffteuley, told her what my Mother had 
ſaid to me about ſlighting her Daughter; as I 
found ſne deſired it, I would ſtay another Week, 
if ſhe would not come to me the laſt Night or 
two I ſtayed, and ſhe kept her Promiſe. When 
I next went to Bibury, I did not 1 


find that my ſlighting my Wife had produced nay 
good Effect, yet in a few Days I did, and we 
went on tolerably well together. I, as yet, ſpent 


my Time between Bibury and Pinkney, in the 


ſame Manner as I had done during the Court- 
ſhip, till T received a large Part of my Wife's 


Fortune; which, with a Thouſand Pounds my 
Mother and Aunt lent me, and Seven Hundred 
and Fifty Pounds that I borrowed at Briſtol, . en- 


abled me to pay off the Mortgage of Eight Thou- 
ſand Pounds that was upon my Eſtate. Now my 


Grandmother and your Siſter went from hence 
to live at $idhury, and inſiſted on my going with 


| good ; it was with fome Difficulty that they pre- 


vailed 
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vailed on me. To Sidbury We went I ſtayed? 
there about three Weeks; during which time, 

your Siſter and I were perpetually together; She 
made me promiſe her that ] would come again 
the next Winter and ſtay there a Month or ſix 
Weeks. It was this Summer that you came to 
Sidbury, to live with my Grandmother, but on 
what Motive you beſt can tell, whether to ſave 
Money, as you yourſelf told me, or to bear 
your Siſter Company: This J am certain of, chat 
ſhe in her Letters told me that ſhe had done 
every thing that was in her Power, both with 
you and my Grandmother, to prevent your con- 
eee I told her that I thought ſhe: 
was wrong, for you would not only be a very 
good Companion for her, but be the Means of 
bringing a great deal more Company to the 
Houſe then poſſibly could come were you not 
there; but ſaid ſne, it will prevent your coming, 
and 1 prefer eee eee the, 
World. | 

; From Gidduy to-B:bury I went; — ping 
ſome little Time, then, with my Wife, Mother, 
and Aunt, to.Pinkney : After ſome ſhort. 
- ſtay, my Mother and Aunt left us and returned. 
to 'Bibury : My Wife and I went on tolerably 
well together, having a good deal of Company, 
and being ſeldom or ever alone with her but at 
Nights, yet not ſo well but that I heartily re- 
s my having married her ; and now com- | 
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pating, in my own Mind, the different Beha- 
viour of the two Women, that the one ever had 
done all Things that was in her Power to make 
me happy whilſt I was with her, and that the 
other daily did and ſaid all Things that ſhe could 
to make me unhappy, I firſt began to love your 
Siſter, and in my Letters to her told her ſo, which 
I had never before done, either by Word or Let- 
ter: In theſe Letters I-poured- fourth my whole 
Soul to her, and faid ſuch. Things as Love can 
Influence a ſincere Man to ſay; to theſe Letters 
I received as warm and paſſionate Anſwers, as, 
I believe, ever were wrote; warmer than I ever 
read. My Wife and I went to viſit her Mother, 
it being the Time of Burfurd Horſe- Races; ſtay- 
ed ſome little Time with her, then went to viſit a 
Relation of my Wife's, who treated us with 
great Goodneſs: and Generoſity ; at this Place 
my Wife quarrelPd with me again, but for what 
' Reaſon I never yet knew or heard, nor can I ſo 
much as gueſs at it: From this Place we returned 
to Bibury again. After ſome few Days ſtay here, 
I went to Pinkney, from thence to Sidbury, where 
. you then was; you went into Lincalyſbire in a 
Day Or two, as your Siſter had before informed 
me you would, and deſired that I would then 
come, which I accordingly did, as you mult re- 
member: In your Abſence; ſhe, ſeveral times be- 
fore my Face, laboured as heartily as ſhe could 
- with my Grandmother to prevent your Return, 
and once quarrelled with me becauſe I would- 
i not. { 
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Hot affiſt ber from · which time I was forced to 
do it, and we botk of us uſed our utmoſt En- 
deavours to prevent it but to no Furpoſe. From 
this Place I went to Bibury; ſtayed two or three 
Days; came to Piabuq with her and a young 
Lady a Relation of hers. I did not find that 
my Abſence, and my having been in Sbropſbixe 
had wrought any good with my Wife, becauſe ſhe 
now conſtantly ſcolded me whenever I was alone 
With her; 1 therefore determined to fee whether 
Jealouſy would work any good upon her; there. 
fore J affected, before her Face, to careſs her Re- 
lation, and to behave with great 'Civility and 
-Cottiplaiſance to her, which my Wife taking 
Notice of, asked me the Reaſon of ity told her 
it was becauſe” ſhe behaved civilly towards me, 
which if ſhe herſelf would, I ſnould prefer her to 
all che World; but ſhe, diſdaining to do it, made 
"us on very ill Terms! If 1 ſpoke to her before 
Company, ſometimes "(he would Anſwer, and 


dbetimes ſhe Would not; when'F'drank 10 her, 


8 L always did every Meal, ſhe never deigned to 
"160K at me, nor ſuffer me to hand her in or our 
of the Coaeh, but deſired a Footman to do it for 
her; this ſhe conſtantly did every Sunday in the 
Fate of the Congregation. The following Spring, 
having; Buſineſs, I went to Landon, and was 


mere met, at my Defre, by ycur Siſter: I had 
now à Fit of the Gout, which detained! me in 


rer longer . ” 9 — gave 
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OY Offence at Home, though I left Town as 
ſoon as I was able, and ſooner than moſt People 
would have done, and ſooner than I ought to- 
have done, had I regarded only my own Health; 
for alt the following Summer I had the Gout 
continually flying about me. The Day after I 
came Home, my Mother and my Aunt left Pink- 
ney, where they had been to bear my Wife 
Company during my Abſence ; my Mother hear- 
tily out of Humour with me for my long Stay 
in London, though ſhe knew the Reaſon of it, 
and ſaw I could hardly then hop about : Pre- 
ſently after this, I had a freſh Attack of the 
Gout, was forced to he by myſelf, and kept 
my Bed one Day ; my Wife never once offered 
to come near me, nor ſent to know how I did; 

ſhe was very big with Child, therefore 1 could 
not fondle and careſs her, but I did every Thing 


in my Power to avoid giving her Uneaſineſs; and 


let her ſay or do what ſhe would, I never made 
her an ill-natured Reply, or once contradicted 
her: My Mother and my Aunt came again to be 
with her during her lying- in; I did not in that 
Interval ſhow any great Love or Tenderneſs for 
her, not having any, and I cannot diſſemble. 
Being heartily tired of my Wife, I wrote to your 
Siſter, and engaged her to go and live Abroad 
with me, but on my Wife's Recovery, and 
better Behaviour, I deſired her to ſtay till I had 
We Child. This Summer my Grandmo- 
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2 ther had a ſtroke of the Palſy, which the People 
that were about her thought would kill her; 
they therefore ſent Meſſengers to all her Grand- 
Children to inform them of it: I ſet out im- 
mediately, went to Sidbury; a few Days after- 
wards your Siſter Betty came, expecting to meet 
me there: You, Sir, would not come, nor did 
till ſome Time afterwards, when you were aſcer- 


tained that ſhe was in no immediate Danger of 


Death; neither would your Siſter have came, 


but for the almoſt Eertainty of meeting with me; 


for by the Accounts that had been ſent us, we 
both expected to find my Grandmother dead. 
Here we mutually lamented our Misfortune that 
I was married; for your Siſter was then, and is 
now thoroughly ſatisfied in her own Mind, that 
I ſhould have publickly married her whenever 


I could have afforded it. We parted very good 1 


Friends; I agreed to ſee her again the Beginning 
of the Winter, but was prevented by having 


engaged myſelf in Lord Berkley's new raiſed 


Regiment; my engaging gave great Offence to 
y Wite, The firſt Time I left the Regiment 
d came Home from Briſtol to ſee my Wife, 


hich was within a Week after the Regiment was 
arrived at Briſtol, as ſoon as I came into the 


Room ſhe left it, and I ſaw her no more till 
Supper; after Supper ſhe ſcolded me till Iturned 
her out of the Room; ſhe then told me, if I 


would let her come back again ſhe would be 


quiet, 
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quiet, which ſhe was for about five Minutes 3 
then I turned her out of the Room again, and 
would not let her come in any more that Night; 
when J went to bed to her ſhe began again, and 
it yas not in my Power to prevent her by any 
thing I could do or ſay, ſo ſhe fairly talked till 
ſhe was tired, and then went to ſleep. I returned 
the next Morning to Briſtol, which ſurpriſed 
Lieutenant-Colonel Yane, my commanding Offi- 
cer, who had formerly been my School-Fellow, 
and had told me that I ſhould be abſent from 
the Regiment as much as I pleaſed, and we 
had agreed that I ſhould go Home every Satur- 
day, and return every Tueſday, which I fully de- 
ſigned doing; yet as I was ſo ill uſed, I ſtayed, 
away a Fortnight; came to Pinkney again, 
ſtayed my allotted Time; not becauſe I was 
better received at Home, but to prevent its being, 
again taken Notice of by our Officers at Briſtol: 
I repeated this four or five Times, but not once 
a Week; ever found the ſame ſort of Reception 
at Home, which prevented my bringing any 
of our Officers Home with me, though Colonel 
Pane and others, even almoſt deſired me. Ha- 
ving now almoſt learnt my Duty, I aſk'd a 
Month's Abſence of Colonel Yane, promiſing 
him, that if he received any Orders for March. 
ing, and would ſend me an Expreſs, I would 
join the Regiment the next Day: He according 
1y s me Leave, and I went to Sidbury, 
G 2 where | 
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where you and your Siſter were, being much 
preſſed by your Siſter ſo to do, who had pro- 
miſed me, that if I would be alone with her in 
her Chamber, ſhe would with me, and cared 
not what any one either ſaid or thought; and 
accordingly we were Hours eyery Day, as you 
yourſelf know: The firſt Time I was with her 
alone, ſhe told me, that if I had not come to 
her, ſhe would have come to me. | 
Mr. L— came to Sidbury to viſit me, and 

to get my Grandmother and me to aſſign over 
to him ſome Copyhold Lands, Value Fifty 
Pounds, in his Pariſh, which he and his Family 

had told us we had a Right to; though as it 
would have been attended with ſome Difficulty 


to have got Poſſeſſion of them, we had declined 


being admitted Tenants at his Coutt : He came 
in ſuch a Manner, as made his Return Home, 
that Night, impracticable; therefore, toward 
Evening he told his Siſter Molly, who was then 
at Sidbury, that if he could not have a Bed there 
he would lie at a Farmer's in the Neighbour- 
hood. She told this to your Siſter, and they 
contrived together, that Molly ſhould quit her 
Room to him, and lie in one of the Maid's 

Chambers. He ſtayed three or four Days, 
made you and your Siſter promiſe to return 
the Viſit as ſoon as I was gone, which you ac- 
cord ingly did, and were always together for 
pare or four Months afterwards, either at Sid. 


„inne #77 
lum, 
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bury, Coton, or Kinlet;, until you, Sir, as you 
. told me, were tired of their: Company, being 
vexed at the indecent Liberties Mr. L— uſed 
towards your Siſter; kiffing' and toying with 
her before all Sorts of Company; being alone 
with her in her Bed-chamber Hours every Day; 
nay, even when ſhe was in Bed, particularly 
when ſhe had the Meaſles; ſhe regularly return- 
ed him Viſit for Viſit, was with him alone at 
his own Houſe, as much as he was at Sidbury: 
On my hearing that ſhe was recovered of the 
Meaſles, I went to Sidbury to fee her; it being 
about the Time that I had promiſed her I would. 
Juſt before ſhe ſickened with the Meaſles ſhe 
told me, in one of her Letters, if I could not 
leave the Regiment, and come and fee her, ſhe 
would, if the could, come to Pinkney for a 
Month: I told her that my Wife was to go to 
Bibury, and that was impoſſible; but if ſhe 
pleaſed, I would not eome to Sidbury: She de- 

ſired that I would, which H accordingly did; 
(as I before have faid) when I came there, ſhe 
was at Coton, and you and I freely diſcourſed 
upon the Subject of Mr. . s Courtſhip; which 
from the Manner it was carried on, was by no 
Means agreeable to you, Mr. J. — never having 
aſſured, or ſpoke to, either you or your 
Siſter about Marriage, as you faid ſhe 
had aſſured you. In your Diſcourſe with 
mne, your told me a great many particular Cir- 
cumſtances 
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cumſtances which your Siſter had not in her 
Letters told me of: When I laſt left your Siſter, 
I ſaw ſhe was making her Court to Mr. L—, 
from a Circumſtance that I ſhall-by and by re- 
late; made her-promiſe me to ſend me a regular 
and true Account how it went on, which Ac- 
count I would believe, and not common Fame; 
ſhe aſſured me ſhe would never marry Mr. L—;' 
ſhow. him then, ſaid I, that you don't like 
him, a& by him as you did by the laſt Mari that 
made his Addreſſes to you, and the Affair is 
over at once: She told me, ſhe could not, but 
promiſed to give me a. juſt and true Account 
by Letter, how the Affair went on. The Cir- 
cumſtance that I took Notice of was this, Mr. 


I., one Night as we were reading and ſinging 


of Songs, turned to an old Scotch Song that 1 
had never heard ſung, or taken Notice of be. 
fore, neither could I ſee any thing remarkably 
fine, either in the Poetry or Tune; ir gave an 
Account of one Douglas going to his Miſtreſs, 
telling her that he had killed his Riva}, who 
happened to be better liked by her, than him- 
ſelf; ſaying, that he ſhould be forced to fly to 
England, and deſired her to accompany him; aſ- 
ſuring her that Tweedſide was as pleaſant as the 
Banks of the Jarrom; yet ſhe would not go, ſhe 
was conſtant and died for Grief: This Song Mr. 
J., in a very particular Manner, declared his en- 
tire Approbation of; forced your Siſter, you and 

— N81 | me, 
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me, to read over ſeveral Times, and to confider 
of it. I told him I ſaw nothing remarkable 
in it but the Conſtancy, which was in itſelf 
ridiculous, as the Man was dead; ay, the Con- 
ſtancy, replied he. Next Morning, after Break- 
faſt, your Siſter held forth largely in praiſe of 
Conſtancy in Love, and happening to talk like 
an experienced Dame, occaſioned Mr. L—and 
you to laugh violently ; I ſmoothed the Affair 
over as well as I could: Mr. L— being a little 
ſhy, reply” d, ſome Years ago it would have 
been in the Power of almoſt any Woman in 
England to have perſuaded him to marry her, 
but that now he was older and wiſer; knew the 
real and intrinſick Value of Money, therefore 
could not, nor would not marry any Woman in 
England without a Fortune; your Siſter ſtill 
continuing to talk in praiſe of Conſtancy, and 
making it the whole Subject of her Diſcourſe 
whilſt I ſtayed at Sidbury, and permitting Mr. 
£—, though to other Men a remarkable ſhy 
Girl, to take what Liberties he pleaſed with 
her in Company, and refuſing ever to be alone 
with me whilſt he was there, made me in my 
own Mind, fully ſatisfied that ſhe would marry - 
him if ſhe could; I therefore the Summer fol- 
lowing, told you ſo with great Poſitiveneſs; 
deſired you not to ſend for her, nor to let her 
know that I was come; yet you did, unknown 
to me, ſend to her that Night, to let her know 

that 
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that I was come, and-ſhe came to Sidbury. The: 
next. Day, being Sunday, ſtayed at Home alone, 
kept me from Church, talked to me a great deal. 
of the Affair, but told me nothing more than 
ſhe had done by Letter. I aſked her ſeriouſly, . 
whether ſhe would marry Mr. Z— or no; ſhe 
anſwered: me not: I aſked her then why the" 
_ ſuffered him to uſe ſuch Familiarities ; ſhe told 
me ſhe could not help it: How, ſaid I, not help 
his being alone with you two Hours at a Time, 
when you are in Bed? Could yeu not knock 
upon the Floor with your Shoe, and would not 
Jem come up to you, and could not you have 
deſired her to fit down? She told me, ſhe did 
. notthink of it; I ſeemed ſatisfied. The next 
Time ſhe ſaw you, the flew into a violent Paſ- 
ſion with you, which, as you had gave her no 
Cauſe, appeared to you quite -unaccountable, 
You asked me ſometime afterwards if I knew the 
Reaſon of it; I told you I did not; yet the true 
Reaſon was, beeauſe I had mentioned to her 
more Circumſtances concerning her Familiarity 
1 a than ſhe, had informed me of by 
Monday or Tueſday Miſs Molly L— left 
= where ſhe had been for many Months 
on the Wedneſday following, we all went to Coton, 
where Mr. L— ſays, inſulted him, but as 1 
have declared a Hundred Times ſince, fo I do- 
no, that I did not mean it as ſuch: We came 
bande; Night to * This Vifit was 
. returned 


3 oO 
to fetal forrie! of her Cloaths that ſhe had leſt 
dahin heb, and told your! Siſter, that neither 
the, any of her Siſters, or Mr L. would: ever 
"came to Sidhibry: any: more, unkefs: ſhe returned 
that Viſit which on your Siſter's: telling me; 
let it-be:{v then, ſat 1; and aſſure yourſelf tis 
Mr L- has not any che leaſt Vatue or Regard 
lor you, for if he kad he would not ſtand on 
ſack Ceremories; for tho you have dont it, yet 
It is dot · much the Cuſtom for young Ladies to 
go a Courting; and affure. yourfelF that if Mir 
Lboes :you, you will hear of him again; 
Upon diſcourſing our Siſter again about the 
Affair of Mr Z., and aſking her, ſeriouſly, 
whether - lis defigned: marrying him or not, 
me told me ſhe did not know whether he would 
kuve hei or not: L told her the Way to know 
chat, v to put 2ſt to thoſe indecent Li- 
bercies Mr Z— uſed : her with; upon which, ſhe 
faid}ſhewould go by herſelf to Coton, returtthi˙ i 
Lu and in Rxcuſe for not having ſooner 
done it; ſay that ſhe: did not like: Mr: Z's 
Manner of Behaviour; and that ſhe would not 
de in his Company ever any more, unleſs: he 
Aterecl it. I adviſed her to do this by Letter 
to Mey Z—; but could nor prevail; ſo to Coton 
ſhe' wen f whit paſt there I don't know; what 
ſhe told me, FI relate to you: That Mr Lo 
22 de would alter lis Behaviour 
| 3 to 


he.) 
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| to her j that he did Yefign marrying her; to 


which ſhe replied, that ſhe would never have 
him; ; 'which made him, as ſhe told me, very 
melantholy and dejected, and he inſiſted on her 
keeping a Promiſe ſhe had made hum before 
I came toSidbury, of being with him alone (that 
isto ſay) without you a Month together at Coton. 
which ſhe agreed to, and told me, when ſhe was 
relating this Affair to me, ſhe was determined 
ſhe would do it, and I made no Manner of 
Objection to it. She appeared to me very un- 
eaſy and Giſſatisfied, „ſay ing, that now it was. 
all over, and that ſhe ſhould have a diſmal 
Night of it: 1 told her, that there was no ſuch 
thing in Nature as the Philaſopher Abs 3 That 
no Body need be unhappy, thiat had it in cheir 
Power ta. do as they pleaſed, Which ſhe had; 
that if ſhe preferred marrying of Mr I., to 
wing with me in an Manner that was in our. 
Power to do, the Month's Viſit would ſer all 
Things right again; chat if ſhe found Mr T 
would not have her, ſhe ſhould ſtill be welcome 
to me; nay, if ſhe married Mr L. and af- 
terwards ſhould be unhappy, and would come 
to me, I would go with her, and live with her. 
out of England: She told me, the would never 
go aut of Exgland, but that if I\ live 
her in Exgland, and ſay that ſhe was my, Wife, 
the would publickly live with me; E told her 
* — bur if f. ſhe would g h 


A me 
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me to France for ſome little Time, and write 
to:ſomeFriend in England, that I had perſuaded 
her of the Lawfulneſs of a Man's having two 
Wives, and had accordingly married her; to 
which-ſhe had the more readily conſented, be- 
cauſe ſhe knew that I had lived very unhappy 
with my firſt Wife, and that ſhe was ſure;aSe- 
paration would be for our mutual Happineſs, 
and becauſe ſhe had always loved me: To which 
ſhe: ſethingly agreed, and ſaid, chat as ſoon 
as the Manth's Viſit was over, ſhe would go 
and ſtaywith her Siſter, 1 at Lincoln, 
and entirely put Mr L— off. This Night your 
Siſter, after ſne went up Stairs intq her own 
Chamber, cried viglently.z Which I hearing, 
went to her, and the Maid left the Chamber; 
I told her I would do any Thing in my Power 
to make her eaſy and happy ʒ the told me, ſhe 
ſhould loſe her Reputation if ſhe ſtayed with 
me in the Houſe, therefore deſired I would let 
her go the next Day to Mr R 58, or to 
her Siſter D 8, I knew her Meaning, 
told her that I would go away the next Day if 
ne deſired it. You came out of your Chamber 

Door, and met me as L was coming up Stairs 

to Bed, and aſked me, ſeriouſiy, it 1 knew 
what it was that gave yqur-Siſter ſo much Un- 
eaſineſs: I told you what ſhe had ſeveral Times | 
told me (before ſhe deſired, me to let her leave 


e chat it was the Be of loſing her Re- 
n putation 
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cold me; ſo leſt yau, And unf 4d Het). 1 Newt 
Morning, I went wo her before the waaνα aid 1 
would-g6/bway chat Day, and that Ihe ud my 
free*Opnſant to marry-Mr J —, and deft her 
immectately, before ſhe-could Anſwer me. Aʒt 


| Breakfaſt ſhe defired: me 10 ftay bo or three 


Days longer, and aſſared me chat ſte never 
would marry Mr L—,: but would dive with 


me in any Nanner that I thought proper: Ver 


a Day or two after talking in the Grear Parlour 
pf the great Uncalinets and Feary that the was 
20,” Ry ſhe heul have proved with Child when 
the is with you at Bib; L replyrd, N with 

you had prpved wih Child, which if qu had 
. mende nam have been both happy z the an- 


Fmered, I was then frightened out of my Wits, 


and 1 odd now-5 I fancy d mryſelf fo, yet 
there is nothing: but that can ever make me 
happy. She feyeral Ntmes, when I as alone 
With her, defired that I would kifs her and treat 
her in the fame Manner before Company, as 
Mr L did, undoubtedly with Deſign that 
My L gon hear cf it and deſert har; yer 

er I: attempted it, ſhe feemed not to 
approve: of it, and would the next Time that 
the could ſpeak do me, defire me not to do it: 
Yer at one particular Time, being the Night 
bt: req eee to which Place 
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cy andapprehendingthattheCauſewison Ac» 
um of your Siſter's going to UemarciedMter- 
nally feolded me; which ill Uſageofher/s,andthe 
| Thoughts of loſing your Siſter, almoſt drove 
m mad. Fredo came here; his Company did 
mie much good: Talking with me one Night 
in "rhe Bowling-Greaw-concerning! his Affairs, 
vbich were hot in good Order, and I ſeriouſly 
beſt Advice I could; he fuddenly:turned round 
Will you lie with my Wife? No, ſaid he; I hate 
Menz aid I: He replyed, I would nat for the 
World: Nor would ſhe let you for the World, 

ſuid I. But why then ſnould I kill your Brother? 

Did I ſay ſo? Yes; ſuid I; you ſhauld think be- 

Fore you ſpeak. I then adviſed him to lay open 
ta ou, and his whole Family, the true ſtate of 
his Affairs, and doubted not but you would 

afliſt him before ĩt was too late. Nreſently after- 

Wards you came, and brought with you an 
was. then kept by your Siſter, of the Manies due 
from each Tenant ſhe had, whieh I before per- 
your r Siſter deſired my Directions how ſhe was 
t proceed; you likewiſe, in Converſation, told 
me that, ſhe had aſſurec you chat ſe would 
never marry Mr n but that her Siſter 
De- lavitanon was of ſuch 8. Sorg. * 
vim  _ n 
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ſhe could not ateept it. Tout coming here alba 
and chanking me for having invited you, When 
L only had done it, together with your Siſter, in 
caſe Lady D would aot let her come co 

Lincoln, fully ſatisfied me chat the would marry 
Mr Z— if ſhe could, and had ſent ygu out. f 
the Way, that you might be no Hindrance to 
her ; for I am ſure you remember, that when L 
laſt parted with you at Sidbury, we agreed 
that you ſhould come to Pinkney ſometime this 
Summer, ſtay here as long as you would, then 
Lwas to go with you into Lincolngſbire, and aſſt 
you in your Scheme of ineloſing your Eſtata, 
which, as you was with me, I deſired you to 
Proſecute immediately. Some time in September, 
Lreceived a Letter from your Siſter, telling me. 
that if I would not aſſure her by the Return o 
the: Poſt, that I would immediately publicly 
ſay ſhe: was my Wife, ſne would marry. Mr 
Thoughts of altering her Condition: Preſently. 
after ſhe received my Anſwer, wherein I told 
her, I nevet would, and that ſhe might marry 
Mr I. —, or not, juſt as ſhe- thought proper. 
Mr I. — aſked her again, and ſhe conſented: 
From which. Time, in all her Letters, —— 
ever abuſed me, not that: ſue had any Occa 


Gon; of d r 
ben of. doing 14 
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left heb at Sdbury; I had affurnd her, that if the 
 kad'a Mind co marry Mr E=, Tiweuld not 


tors to interrupe their Courtſhip; and if ſhe 


dre; or indeed ever fee her in Company, un 


ks my avoiding ſd to do might make People 


take Notice of . She told moe ſhe loved and 
eſteemed Mr B. Rated and deſpiſed me. 1 


tents of them better than I do, for I have not 
any one ſingle Letter of your Siſter s, or a Copy 
of any one Letter F ever ſent to her It is cer- 
tan chat 1 endeavoured to perſwade her not to 
marry Mr L anch it Is as bertam that T did 
no-one Ac to prevent it; andwhen by Pet ſwa- 


| fon" eeuld not previil; L gave her up, wilhed 
| Her well, and aſſured her I wouldictethally keep | 
ker Secret, as ſhe-ralled it! It was not you 


Siſter*s - perſwading my Grandmother to alter 


her Will, nor Mr E. — s acting as thoughhe 
vas entire Maſter of her Eſtate, ſling and 


cutting down'Cotdwood that was not ft to be 


cut down, and fwing in ſuch an extravagant; 


expenſive Marmer that her two Head · Ser varts 
were determined to leave her; it was not that 


© that could make me go-to Gaby, for I bd 


acrotrlingly, in ty Turn, ſaid Things that 1 
thought would mate her uneaſy; but as you 
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About this Fire ft wrers in fach'a Mantier 
to yoùt Brother-Frod: that 1 really thouglit ſhe 
was / married to Nr D; acted by bis Direcs 
tion, and wanted to hully me out of Money: 
Fred. was amazed at her imanner of Writing; 
and whs very uneaſy at it, and inquiſitive of me 
to KNA Things that had ever paſſed herween 
lis Siſter ank me: 1 told Him 1 Rat nöt beet 
the Vilkin-to his Siſter ſtie fad. f defirec Hin 
to go inte bp, £6: fd cut Whether Hig 
und Mr Z. Wee married or net, and 
if they were not married; to find out Wlhelr of 
che two Was averſe to ir: In his Anſwyer to me 
he cod ine they were very fend of one hne ehe 
but whether" they were farrlec er hot; fe out | 
not fay ; bat if they were A6t;) He believed "they - 
would i  fitthe white: 1 was alotie with my 
Wie, who 1 aire you fofe nl kad ever finds | 
ſhe laſt came from hu perpetuaſly ſcoldec 
me whenever vy were (65 ſreing me very un⸗ 
cafy; at fie f ppofedb, on Account of your Sites 
going to be married, achougf you urfelf, on 
my Deſire; had frequently petfwadedher'th de- 
have” ordietwife, which He” has, ſince my being 
laſt with her, acknOwIeged, and I, in the rnoft 
fond thabating Muruier poftiBte, entreated her 
to Aker her Behavibur orty for one Week, 
whidhTGouta not ger het to promiſe, bat on 
Conditich L would at ages to part with Her, and 
41 %/ iel a Kpalate Wes and 1 3 
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once more try to live with her, but if ſhe would 


„ 
with her Mother to let her live with her, I fold 
her if ſne would try for a Week, and then 
deſiretl it; I would endeavour to prevail with 
her Mother to let her be at Bibury: : She Prod 
miſed me ſhe would, but did not keep her Pro: 


miſe a Day: Being not able to bear ſuch Liſaga, 
I went to Landon; told my Wife before I went, if 


ſhe would get any Body, I did not care who, 
to be with her conſtantly in the Houſe, I would 


not, I never would try again; and wrote in ſuch 
ſort to my Mother, that ſhe plainly ſaw I was 


altered her Behaviour. I declare ſolemnly, I 


never . began quarrelling bbs, 


al hebt) provoked 5 though erl. had wied 
all other Ways in yain, 1 have, when ſhe has 
been in Bed a ſcolding, poured out of a Bottle 
a little cold Water upon ther, which, thoughit 
had not an immediate good Effect. et talking 

of the Bottle did, for two or three Nights, Pro- 
cure me quiet; but at laſt chat failed. ne, ſo 
that Thad nothing left for it but Patience, let her 
talk on till ſhe was tired and out of Breath, then 


| ſhe would go to ſleep. Some little time after I 


was in London, 1 heard that Mr L--- and your 


Siſter were coming to Town. to be married, . 


which Lreally believed to be true. When they 
came to 1 your Siſter feat x me » by 
* 4 


— _ — 8 


oa & BA KT 


* 


r 


1 501 


Niul chat ſhe would not ſee me; yet, as I knew 
tliat Z--- did not lodge in the Houſe with her, 
T ventured to call pretty early 1 in the Mornings | 
but ſhe denied herſelf. In a little while I re- 
ceived a Meſſage by Lord D., to this Ef- 
fect; that if I would not give her Sidbury 
Eſtate, I ſhould be proſecuted. I told him, 
I would not, that they could do me no Hurt, 

that ſhe pretended to be my Wife; nay, faid he, 
they mentioned nothing of that to me, ſo Iwill 
neither tell you what they ſaid, nor them what 
you ſaid; was in haſte, and left me; but told 
me I might come to him the next Day at One 


o' Clock, and tell him the whole Story if k 


pleaſed. I accordingly told him the whole 
Story, in a ſhort Manner, which when he had 


heard, he faid we had both uſed him very ill 


in letting him talk to Mr ö concerning 1 
his, or his "Wife's propoſing me to Mrs 
„ as a fit Match for her Daughter, 
therefore he would havenothing to ſay to either 


bol us. I deſired him in the ſtrongeſt manner 
I pofibly could, to interpoſe, and if it was in 
| his Power, to prevent two young People, his 
Relations, from ruining one another's Repu- 


tation for no End or Purpoſe. He ſaid he 
would conſult a Friend of his that had a better 
Head than himſelf, and act the Part of an honeſt 
Man. I was ftrangely * diſtracted in my own 


Mind to find out what E meant, ſbmetimes 


EV 12 fancying 
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bc ling that they, were married, ſometimes that 


_ they Were nat, and that L. .-, as I would. not 


give hum the Eſtate, — by ruining your 
Siſter's Reputation, take Occaſion ta declareæ off, 
Nat knqwing. what ta, make of it, I, by Fred. 
deſued to ſee, them, . under. pretence of giving 
aa Anſwer to the Meſſage day ſelf; accordingly, 
a. Time as appointed; I went to your Siſter's 
Lodging ſomewhat before the Time, .thioking 


_ poſſibly #4 might then ſpeak to her hy herſelf, 
baun could not; L. came in Twenty Minutes; 
I aye, about Ten, Minutes afterwards : 3 Tour 
Siſter pat coming into. the Room, L went, away, 
think ing chat it was nat impoſſible but I might 
Fet ſpeak. wich her alone, I (cnt. heya latter by 
Fred telling ber, that Lire Mas goingtoguinbgrs 


Hired her to quis the Villain far an;Hgur, and 
talk. with me, This Letter was, directed. for 


Ni Hr, Trad. brought in back tg me a. 


ige anch ſaid, that, bath his Siſter, and Mr L. — 
10 W dot. for herd Vet they hd need ee. 1 


$45,298 in my oven; Mind ſure that they were 


Married, told Fred. ſo, but he fantied they were 
n9Þ Jet could not tell what, ta make of, it, and 
agfecch Wäth me to ga pretty early the next 


 Morging te your Siſter's. Lodgings, not ta let 


her Rnqam that I Maß with him, anck ta. talk ta 
her withom L. if ĩt was poſſible, bun it Was not. 


unless I would have done in hy Force , I ſuppoſe 
da in L:-, aka. _ 
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wards, went immediately into/ her Bed · chamber, 
_ without rapping at the Door or any other Cere- 


mony, came and told me that as her Affairs wert 
at preſent in Lord P s Hands, ſhe would not 
ſpeak: with me. I accordingly. went away, and 
gave up all Thoughts of ſeeing her but in Com- 
pany with L—, which I did in a Day or two aſ- 
terwards s told her the Meſſage I received from 
Lord D—; ay, faid ſhe; I replied, and if I give 
you theKſtate you will marry that Man, looking at 
. L-—; ay, why not? ſaid ſhe, to which E. likewiſe 
- aented.- I teld her I would not increaſe her 
| Fortune a Farthing if ſhe married lum; Laid, 
that when he courted Miſs S firſt, he took her 
to be Miſs G with 20004. Fortune, that Part 
ol his Eſtate was ſo ſettled that he could not give 
u to whom he pleaſed, and therefore with that 
Fortune could not now afford to marry ber: 1 
laughed at him, and he threatened me with Pro · 
ſeeuxion: I told him and lier they could get no- 

thing but Infamy and Shame by it; ſhe'faid, 
Revenge: and he ſwore that I ſhould be proſe- 

cuted. Your Siſter all this Time had never once 
booked at me, the I endeavour'd to catch het 
Eyes as much as poſſible, fancying chat by her 
Looks I could better find out her Meaning than 


by her Words; accordingly 1 fixed: my Eyes on 
che Fire, ruminating ob what had paſſed, with a 
Deſign of ſuddenly turning them on her: My 
L. ſaid ſomethung to me, wich, tho" I heard 


— — — * 
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che Sound I knew not a fingle Word he ſaid, 1 
told him I did not underſtand him, I think, ſaid 
he, T ſpeak plain enough and would not repeat 
t: I ſuddenly turned my Eyes on your Siſter 
and lau ſhe was attempting to ery, which puts 


me in Mind of another Cireumſtance that haps 


pened when Fred. and I went in the Morning to 
try if it was poſſible to talk with her without L—4 
ſhe had faſtened her Chamber Door, we both 


poke to her, ſhe anfivered in ſuch a Manner that 


Ithought ſhe was crying; at laſt ſhe let Fred. in« 
to her Chamber: When we went away, I took 
Notiee of it to Fyru. I thought ſo too, ſaid he; 
but ſhe did not I aſſure you. I aſked L— what 
made him fo ſure thatI ſhould be prõſecuted that 
he ſwore it, told him I fancied ĩt was no Buſirieſs 
of his; he replied, he would do nothing without 
the Conſent of all the S es, with which Anſwer 


I appeared ſatisfied, ſaying, ſurely they will not 


all do wrong; aſked your Siſter how ſhe-came 
to tell. any ching of our Affairs; ſhe ſaid ſhe 

did not, but that he found it out; 1 laughed a 
her, and aſked her to go into the next Room, in 
Ls View, and talk with me; ſhe returned no 
Anſwer; L— ſaid, do as you will, but if you 
do J will give you up; I replied, aſter ſome 
Pauſe, do not; thinking that I wouldnotfurniſh 


him with a Pretence of deſerting a Girl, whoſ& 


Reputation he was going to Ruin. Vour Siſter 
tad that ſhe had received four Letters from me, 
25 after 
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after I had gave my Conſens; that ſhe ſhould 
marry J., before ſhe told him, which muſt 
won eight Weeks, for I wrote tp her but once a 
Fortnight, in this Manner: I ſent my Letter do 
the Poſt- Office on a Saturday, ſhe received, it 
ſome time in the next Week z on the Saturday 
following ſent her Anſw-er to the Poſt- Office, 
which L always x received. on the Hedne/day, and 
anſwered it on the Saturday following, We next 
talked about my Grandmother's Health, Couny 
try Affairs and other Things, that I thought of 
leſs Conſequence I wiſhed your Siſter well, and 
left her, tho! at firſt, when I went into the 
Room, thinking they were villainouſly contriving 
p ruin my Character without advantaging them - 
{lyes, I took no more Notice of them, than if 
they had been two Statues. Fred. was coming 
away with me, they deſired. him to ſtay j the 


Vext Time I ſaw him, I aſked him, what they 
ſaid aſter I was gone; he ſaid, ;Z--- tald your: 


Siſter ſhe, had a Mind to talk with me, and ſhe 


tly,, to ſee your Brother Tommy, as we uſually 


called him, but was diſappointed three ſucceſſive. 
Days, which Fred. telling L--- of, I ſuppoſe he 
told him ſome Tale ; for the next Day I receiv d 


an abuſive threatning Letter from him; in An- | 


ſwer to which, after having expreſſed ſome Diſ-. 
dain at the Threats, I deſired him, as I have 
fince done all of you, d be at the Pains of 

8 knowing 
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knoning/tho Truth ef che Affair, and a8 I fad 
it che Bepirining;/partly referred myſelf to him 
Preſently aſter I received a Letter from Fradt | 
telling me I had impofed on him, and he would 

never fee me more, except in Company with Me 
Land his Siſter- Vou came ta Tun, ſent = 
me an abuſive Letter, told me — 
ſee me on any Ferme: Being perplexed and 
confounded, T'defivered a Letter c ydur Siſter's 
Lodgings, directed. for her; deſtt ing vo meet her 
caſualty, as ſhe went amy where, to have a few 


Minutes Converſatiom Wich herz and te let me 


know from her Window, in half an Hour, whed 
cher ſhe'wouldor-not.- Accordingiy I went U 
her Window | in half an Hour, - ant aw E--A arid 
your Brother Tommy there; which fully ſarlsfle# | 
me; that L- either was married to, or had 
promiſed you all that he would marryywur Silber: 
it you let hiem do as he pleaſed by mt and from? 
his Character, I Knew whar That to ep 
Yet Feraſednot doing every Thing in myPower 
to prevent your publiſhing this Affair, and no 
Mar ever too more true Pains sich bo heult Fürs 
3 Ss 3331.83 Pos | 21180 


* Mr L. has the Charafter of 2 he V 
| will to, with great Rancour and Malice, without regardin 
either his own Intereſt or Reputation: His uhjuſt and 


ous lage of MfG -I x Man of Trot; onder dt 


Sinoerity, juſtiſies mei in this Nemark : for MS 
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By Chance I met you, Ln, and your Siſtar 
in Piccadilly, juſt come out of a Houſe; your 
Siſter, at Sight of me, ſhuddered, and was neat 
falling down. I. thought the lodged at this 
Houſe, ſhe having changed her Lodging juſt that 
Day ſe*nnight, from the Receipt of my laſt Let· 
ter to her. The Sunday following, in the Morn- 
ing, I rode out of Town with ſome F riends, 
deſigning to lie in the Country, and to return to 
London on Monday: Juſt as I came oppoſite to 
the Houſe in Piccadilly that you all came out of, 
1 ſtood in my Stirrups, .and looked. into the 
Dining room, Where I ſaw a Man and a Wo- 
man, the Man in a Night-cap, whom I took 
to be your Siſter and I, tho? ſince, I Know 
it was not, for your Siſter then lodged in Pall. 
Mall; it give me no ern Egan than it did 
my Horſe. unn 8 
Next, I received a [Leger — ke telling 
me, that unleſs I would promiſe, i in a Week's 
Time, to tell my Mother the Affair, he would 
inform her by Letter of it. I deſired him not to 
do it, but in vain; ſo.Lleft, Londen, and went to 
Bibury; ad es by:an Expreſs, that was to ar- 
rive in the Middle of the Night, ſent Mrs. 
W- - a Letter full of. Lies, and abuſe of me, 
N that I had married my Wife without your 
Siſter's Knowledge, confeſſed it to her after- 
wards, and promiſed to give! her SidburyEſtateto 
We ſhe pleaſed, took from her the Annuity 
| K Bond, 
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Bond, Ec. Ec. tho' at our Conference, as he 


pleaſed to ſtile it, he acknowledged that your | 
Siſter knew of my being to be married, and 


blamed her, to her Face, for not preventing n me, 
and ſhe did not offer to deny it. 


When I came to'Bibury, Mirs Wei allebd 


me, if I was married to Miſs S —, and told 
me ſhe had a Letter from Mr L--- ; I told het 
I was, but they could not prove it, related to 


her the Tale in a ſhort Manner, told her poſh: | 


bly it might be a lucky Accident, for that it 
might make her Daughter and me live happily 
together; ſhe ſaid, it was impoſſible for her 
Daughter to live with me in Point of Conſcience; 
Rays I, if that is either Law or-Confcience, any 
Man in England that pleaſes may part with his 
Wife ; but we deferred the Debate till Mr 
B—----, her next Neighbour, a very worthy 
Clergyman, came; when he came, I told him 
the Story, aſked his Advice, whether my Wife 
and-T could not live together? he aſked, whe- 
ther I applied to him as an Attorney or Divine? 
took him as an Attorney; he ſaid, he thought 
we might; but, as a Divine, he produced fe- 
| veral Texts of Scripture. I repeated to him the 
Argument 1 had uſed to Mrs ., and far- 
cher ſaid, that neither of us meant any Thins 
by it; *ke told me, that it was fiot right for 
People to put their own Meaning on Words, 
and to equivocdls," and aſked mo the Deer 


fy 
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nation of Lawyers on Reman Catholicks ſo do- 
ing with Oaths, thus this Affair ended; — My 
Mother telling me, that ſhe had nothing to do 


with her Daughter's Conſcience, ſhe was to do 


as ſhe pleaſed ; but if any Divine in Zng/and 
ſhould think that ſhe lawfully might, ſhe hor | 


cied ſhe would. 


From hence I went to Sidbury, in order to 
perſuade my Grandmother to come to Pinkney, 
to prevent their ſquandering any more of her 
Subſtance, to perſuade her to alter her Will, 


and poſſibly on Terms to have reſigned her 
again. On the Road to this Place, ruminating 
on the whole, I conceived a Poſſibility of Berty 
. S——'$ not being married to Mr , or de- 
ſigning ſo to do. Coming to Siabury, 1 told 
my Grandmother the Story, which I found ſhe 
had before heard in a ſlight Manner; ſhe im- 


mediately agreed to come with me to Pintney, 


yet afterwards, through her Maid, ſhe was very 


uneaſy, told me ſhe would not come; indeed 
her Uneafineſs was ſo great, that 1 ſhewed her 
Maid a Copy of the Letter L— ſent to my Mo- 


ther, deſired her to write to Miſy S- as I 
did likewiſe myſelf to L—, in a ſneering Way, 


but received no Anſwer; Janm did receive from 
Miſs — ſuch an Anſwer, that ſne deter- 
mined not to interfere ; the Advice I gave her 
at the Beginning. You, and your Siſter, then 


We aud ſent open to Mr Goomns L—'s 5 | 
mike ES. Steward, | 
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Steward, Letters, which he had Orders to read 


w my Grandmother, full of Abuſe of me, and 
Threats to her, that none of you would ever ſee 
her more, if ſhe went with: me to Pinkney ; yet. 


here was a Word in your Siſter's Letter that 


had two Significations. 

I ſoon got my Grandmother's Conſent, and 
ſne came to Pinkney, where J found my Wife and 
her Aunt; my Wife, tho? ſhe ſcolded ſome- 
times, behaved better to me than ever ſhe had 


done before: As ſoon as Lord D — came 


Home, my Mother came to Pinkney, viſited 
Lord D —, and he and Mr & met us 
all at Pinkney, by Appointment, to try to make 
up this Affair; they walked out together, I be- 
ing from Home when they came; when I re- 
turned, I went to look for them, ſaw them at 
a a Diſtance, advanced toward them, they retreat- 
ed; I ſtood ſtill till they came forward, then I 
went to met them: As ſoon as we were near 
- enough, Lord D aſked me, if I would 
promiſe for the Time to come, that I would en- 
deavour to make a good Huſband, my Wife 
- would live with me, but cautioned me to avoid 
Art, and ſpeak ſincerely; his Hint about Art 
made me uſe thus much : I told him it ſignified 
nothing, whether I would, or would not? for 
my Wife would not live with me, her Con- 


ſeience would not permit her, with amazed 
+ both him and Mr $--------- but after Dinner, 
6 VE90G ö © 1 when 
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when they diſcourſed the Affair before all the 


Women, they found it to be true; Yet Mr 


, before he left Pinkney, told me, I 


might live with my Wife, if I pleaſed; preſently 
afterwards, my Mother and my Aunt returned to 
Bibury; my Mother deſired me not to behave 
more kind to my Wife than uſual, for that 
would be barbarous, ſaying, that ſhe could not 


then leave me on Account oſ the Meaſles being 


at Bibary : when this was over, I ſent to Parſon 
N — todemand my Annuity due laſt Febru- 
ary ; he ſent me ſuch an Anſwer, that TI found 
he did not deſign paying of it, upon which I 


vent to London to find out the proper Way to 


deal with him; beſides I had received a Bill from 


a Grocer for Goods delivered, Part on my 
Grandmother's, and Part on your Siſter's Ac- 


count; and a Meſſage from a Neighbour of 


mine, whom 1 had deſired to enquire of a Re- 


lation he had in Town, that viſited your Siſter, 
how ſhe did, and what ſhe was doing, and whe- 
ther ſhe had any Thing to ſay to me? To which 


Queſtions I received the following Anſwer, that 
her Affairs were in Counſellors Hands, that ſhe 


deſired nothing of me but what the Law allow- 


ed. When I came to London, I called at your 
- Siſter's Lodgings, ſhe was not at Home, was 
told ſhe dined with Fred; I next called at Mr 
L's Lodgings, he was not at Home; I went 
to a Tavern to Dinner, ſent a Porter with a 

ritten Meſſage to Fred, defired to know, whe- 


ther ; 


— — 
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ther either your Siſter or J. would ſee me if I 
ceealled upon them? For, as I ſhould ſtay but a 
very little while in Town, I did not * — 
_ throwing away my Time to no Purpoſe; I re- 
ceived. from J an Anſwer in Writing, t to this 
Effect, that unleſs: I would agree to the Terms, | 
.they. would not, for their Time was equally 
Precious with mine. On my Return from Lan- 
dan, I ealled on. my Mother, and.ſhe talked to 
me about Articles of Separation, which indeed | 
ſhe had done, as 1 called on her in my Way to 
London, and aſked me, what J propoſed allow- 
ing her Daughter, ſaying, ſhe might ſtay as 
long as ſhe pleaſed, that ſhe would-be a very 
good Boarder, and as ſhe would not leave the 
Child, ſhe could not come away at preſent, for 
the Meaſles were at Bibury; 1-propoſed four 
hundred Pounds per Annum, knowing, by ha- 
ving talked with the Learned, that the Parſon, by 
a Fineſſe at Law, might refuſe paying my Wife 
her Annuity, and his Letter convinced me he 
knew of it, ſaying, it was as much as I could 
afford; however, we deferred the Debate till 
Mr B.. came; he told me it was the Opinion 
af the World, that I ought to allow my Wife 
the whole Income ſhe brought; I made-no Re- 
ply of any Conſequence, but conſented, and 
promiſed to meet Mr Ready there any Day 
that ſhould be appointed, to give him Inſtruc- 
tions Au mg — of Separation. 


* 
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K Day u fed, and I Went, bebe, aſter 
ſome ſquabbling between my Mother and me, 
concerning my total Reſignation of Bibury Elkate, 
and my afigning over my Son abſolutely to 
Truſtecs, to educate him, as they pleaſed, with- 
out my interfering, both which unreaſonable 
| Demands I refuſed, and we came into the fol- 
_ lowing Agreement: that Articles of Separation 
ſhould be drawn to take Place, when my Wife 
and I agreed to it; I to allo her che whole 
Income that the brought; that theſe Articles 
ſhould not affect our Marriage Articles, but 
each have the ſame Right under thoſe, as if 
| theſe had never been made; that ſhe ſhould have 
Power to make a Will, have the Benefit of the 
Parfon's Annuity from laſt-February, have her 
Jewels, and all the Plate and Furniture that ſhe 
brought, and 1 was to give her the Coach, and 
a Pair of Horſes ; came Home that Night, not 
being afketl to ſtay. When R—— fent me the 
Copy of the Articles to pernfe, they were not at 
all as we had agreed, I refuſed ſigning them, 
went to Bibury, and gave my Reaſons for it, 
with which my Mother ſeemed ſatisfied; I pro- 
dàaced to her the Letter you ſent my Grand- 
mother by Mr L—'s Steward before the left 
Sidbury, and my Anſwer for my Wife, who 
had been at Bibury to ſee her Mother, told me, 
that the Reaſon her Mother had not aſked me 
to ſtay the laſt time I was there, was occahoned 
by a Report, that you, L—, &c. had ſpread, 
that 
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chat] attempted to perſwade Fred: to go to Bed 
to my Wife, in the ſame manner that I uſed to 
do of a Night, and in a few. Minutes I was to 
come and catch him, take Occaſion from thence 
to quarrel with my Wife, and turn her out of 


Doors, and that the whole of the Affair was 


contained ina Letter that I had; therefore in my 
own Vindication, from ſo falſe and villainous a 
Charge, I, as I ſaid before, produced your a- 
buſive Letter, and my Anſwer; told the real 
Tale as it was, but. could hardly gain Credit. 
In a little Time Mr B—— came, I ſhewed him, 
that the Copy vf the Articles were not the ſame 
that we had agreed to, told him, that I ſuppoſed 
he had heard ſuch a Tale, ſhewed the, Letters, 


Sc. he, with great Concern, ſaid, 1 will tell 


you, Mr C, what the World ſays, as to the 
Scruple of Conſcience; the major Part are of 
Opinion, that a Moral Certainty is Conviction 
enough.; the other think nothing but a legal 
Certainty ſufficient Conviction, becauſe were 
any leſs to be eſteemed: ſo, it would be in 
the Power of any Man to part with his Wife 
when he pleaſed ; he ſtayed ſome little Time, 


and went away: Two or three Days after I came 


Home, I deſired my Wife to ſtay a lixtle 1 in the 


Parlour after my Grandmother went to Bed, 


told her the Poſſibility. of your Siſter and my 
living together, one Day or another, unleſs ſhe | 
Was $ married to L., aſked her 1 in a fond, en- 


 dearing | 
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dearing Manner, if ſhe would live with me as a 

Wife, told her, if ſhe then refuſed, never here- 
after to Reproach me; ſhe refuſed, and in a 
" Iittle time I began writing this Letter, which, 
till I had half finiſhed, I never underflood har 
you all meant, by the Terms, neither am I quite 
ſure that I do ſo now. Lately my Wife has be- 
haved towards me in a more obliging Way than 
ever ſhe did in her Life, and poſſibly would not 
be forry to live with me as a Wife; but I think 
we had better not try again, for tho?, perhaps, 
we might at firſt agree well enough, I am ſure it 
could not laſt, and that it will be better for both 
of us to remain ſeparate ;, tho? ſhe is a religious, 
virtuous Woman, frugal enough, and, as to 
her own Perſon, quite parſimonious; no Lover 
or Frequenter of publick Places, and never once 
in any Matter of Conſequence ever diſobeyed ; 
and when I was from ' Home, ever did the 
Things that ſhe thought I ſhould have done had 

V been at Home; yet her Tongue, her provok- 
ing and conſtantly employed Tongue, would 
certainly rob me of all Eaſe and Comfort in 
Life: tired of the Way of Life ſhe was in, and 
thinking, that all Delays, concerning. the Arti- 
cles of Separation, proceeded from . me,” ſhe 
ſcolded me heartily about it: In a Day or two 
afterwards Mr. R—— came, the Articles. were 

cn, and we are ſeparated. | 2 
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J told you by Letter 1 would not ,publiſh. it, if 
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Having finiſhed this long. tedious, and to all 
but the concerned, moſt Frifling Tale, which 
you haye forced me to make publick by yours, 
and every one of your. Family” s utter r Refuſal of 
ſeeing me, unleſs I wWill entirely give to your 
Siſter an Eſtate worth between thirteen and 
fourteen thouſand Pounds, together with your 
publiſhing a a falſe Tale in i the General Evening 
Paſs... 

No Man more'ſtrenuoully ever endeavoured to 
gan. any Point than I have done, to be admitted 
in a private Manner, to attempt to juſtify. myſelf 
to you, and your Family, but all in xain; nay. 
even ſince this has began to be rinted 


you deſired the contraty. but the Reyerſe of 


that appearing, I am willing the World ſhall 
judge, of me as I am, and not think. me the 


Villam vou have in vain attempted by Abuſe 


and Lies to make them believe me to be: Jou | 


may be ſurprized, that I haye made no mention 


of a Marriage in the Het; my Friend, thro? 


whoſe, Hands I conveyed this to the Preſs, blot- 
ted out what J ſaid relating to it, it being of. no 
Conſequence, either to you, or any of Your Fa- 
mily. It has been declared by. you, and in ie 
molt publick Manner, that that I, by great. I | 

and Aſſiduity, debauched our Siſter, then 
married her, next attempted to poiſon her with 


Laudanum, errand mare my "preſent 


Wife 


. - 
”—_ — * . 


pus as HA od i... Lo DX Www 8©@a 14 A Xa a 


1 
{ 
t 
t 
1 
1 
| 
{ 
3 


ad MA «a - _ 


L 
Wiſe unknown! to- her, then; perſecuted her 
with my Company, and by Lies and. Slander, 
prevented her marrying Lancelot £—, Eſq. 
a; Gentleman of great Parts, large Eſtate, 
Sc. and entered into a . Confederacy with Fred. 
that he ſhould get to Bed with my Wife. un 
Did not you, in Anſwer to one of. my Let- 
ters ſent, you before this Affair was publick, 
earneſtly deſiring to ſee you, telling yous I fan- 
cied you knew not the true State, for that if 
Lwas mad, and that yu knew every Thing, 1 
cauld. inform you of; if ſo, Sin, why do % 
publiſh a falſe State af the Caſe? What good. End 
will it anſwer? is it of any Conſequence, to. thirty 
People in the World, wha-is the moſt abandoned, 
your Siſter: or me? I thought it would. have 
too much brake into the Tale had I related, 
what, uſually paſſed, in, thoſe private Converſa- 
_ tans. between, your Siſter! and me, which I have) 
before repreſented, I very induſtriouſſy avoided: | 
in the firſt of them at Pinkney (Which was after 
ſhei had filemily, conſented) as I food by bes. . 
talking of indifferent Things; the took me by: 
the Hand, and adked.me- to ſet down, means. 
ing on. hes Lap, with my Face to ber, I dd ſo, 
_ kiſſed her, and told her I thought I was too! 
heavy-for: her, Na, faid-ſhe I ſhauld! be proud: 
to bear your Weight; and claſped me round 
the Waiſt, preſfied me hard te her, E ſtill-afing 
L 2 of 
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let what would have been the Conſequence, had 


en THY 
of her; and asking her to lie with her, ſhe fe- 
plying, marry me then, I will, ſaid I, if 1 get 
you with Child, or if I don't cure your Love; 


do it then in ſuch a Manner, ſaid ſhe, as I ſhall 


not be able to prove it; No, ſaid I, not whilft 
my Grandmother lives; do what you have a 
Mind, ſhe replied, I am ſure you can't do 
any Thing that will be either diſpleaſing or 
affronting - to me, but I will never conſent : 
Such as theſe were all our latter Converſations, 
whenever we were alone, therefore I avoided 


| them; not that I pretend to boaſt more Conti- 
nence or "Chaſtity than other Men; I ever in- 
dulged all my Paſſions, which undoubtedly was 


the Reaſon why, at that time, I had not any 
greater Liking to your Siſter than to other 


Women; therefore would not lie with a Girl, 


whoſe Welfare I would have as induſtriouſiy 


promoted as you, or any of her Brothers; I 


ſay I would not, tho* I had it in my Power to 
have done it any Day for Years, for ſhe never, 


till lately, ever ſcrupled being with me alone in 
any Place, or any Manner, nothing but her 


violent, and, as F thought, dangerous Illneſs, 
and being invited by her into Bed, made me 
then do it, on the ridiculous Terms I before men- 
tioned, which I verily believe were not deſigned 


to be kept by either Party, I am ſure they were 


not by me; neither had 1 then lain with her, 


the 
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ſhe not agreed, that I ſhould marry ancther 
Woman: She conſented that 1 ſhould marry 
ſeveral, yet I never ſeriouſiy ſet. about it, till. I 
was ſure ſhe could bear it. 
- When I married Miſs /————, I * 8 
as well as I loved your Siſter: the Day before I. 
went to Bed to her, and determined to make. 
her a good Husband, not doubting but that 
your Siſter's Pride and Virtue, when abſent 
from me, would enable her to overcome her 
Paſſion, that ſhe would reflect, that it was im- 
poſſible for us to live together publickly in 
England : But, as 1 before obſerved, my. Wife 
and I quarrelled ſoon after we were married, 
becauſe I did' not go to Church with her twice 


the firſt Sunday afterwards, that being the only 


Reaſon ſhe ever gave me for her firſt lighting Be- 
haviour, and as for her laſt, began as I before 


related, whilſt from Home a viſiting, I could 


never get any. I began to love your Siſter, 
finding Eaſe whenever I was with her, and Un- 
eaſineſs when with my Wife; and as ſhe al- 
ways aſſured me ſhe never would have any 
Thing to ſay to any other Man; I thought I 
had better live with her, and be eaſy any where, 
than live in England, and be uneaſy ; therefore 
I engaged her to live with me abroad, pre- 
ſently after the Birth of my Son; but on my 
Wife's altering her Behaviour, I prevailed with 
her to ſtay longer. — * now | told you, 

and 


L 

and! tHe Poblick,”'the'wHoles Truth. what am 
to do or wWkat db you expect; your Siſter 
never having yer kept. any Premiſe of Conſe- 
quence ſhe ever made rig” Has no- Claim, or 
well-grounded- Expectancy, that' I ſhould! keep 
ahy; yet was T. ſure that” it was my Letters, 
and nor L—'s: Fickleneſs and better Acquain-- 
cance with her, that prevented their marrying, 
poſſibly T might do ſomething: The indecent! 
Manner in: whith” they lived, whilſt. laſt in 
Eau, ſodked even the Miſtreſs ef a Lodg- 
ing Houſe, Who was afraid of lesſing her Re. 
putation, and warmly expoſtulated the Affair 
Wich your Siſter; tolch her ſhe would diſeredit 
her Houſe by letting a Man be alone with ker 
ell three or four'& Clock in the Morning, rae” 
ow e — miglit Paſs-theit Time. 
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